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THE EpInBpuRGH UNIVERSITY ORDINANCE. 


Last week we published the text of the petition 
lodged by Glasgow University against the projected 
Veterinary Science Degree of Edinburgh University. 
Every member of the profession should peruse this, 
and refer at the same time to the petition of the 
R.C.V.S. against the same Degree, the main portion 
of which was read to the Council by Mr. Garnett, 
and appears in our issue of January 19. A com- 
parison of the two documents will show that Glas- 
gow University and the R.C.V.S., although actuated 
by very different motives, object to the Edinburgh 
Ordinance on precisely similar grounds. 

Glasgow University, of course, is concerned with 
the preservation of Scottish University status—the 
R.C.V.S. with the advancement of veterinary educa- 
tion. An extract from each petition will show that 
both the protesting bodies find the same fault with 
the Edinburgh Ordinance. The Glasgow petition 
describes the main principle of the Ordinance as 
being “that a University is to be allowed to confer 
a Degree on the holder of a legal qualification, pro- 
vided that the candidate has super-added a slight 
University attendance.” The R.C.V.S., on the other 
hand, deliberately summarises the Edinburgh 
scheme as “a proposal to grant a University 
Degree on easy terms to qualified veterinary sur- 
geons.”” This is simply the same objection, stated 
from a different point of view. Perhaps it is worth 
noting, also, that the Ordinance against which 
Glasgow University protested is dated April 3rd, 
1906. -It will be remembered that a good deal of 
confusion arose at the R.C.V.S. Council meeting 
through the production of copies of the Ordinance 
Which differed in date, and to some extent in word- 
ing—and that the copy produced by Prof. Dewar, 
Which was the most recent of all, was also dated 
April 3rd, 1906. The Glasgow protest, therefore, 
appears to have been lodged against the Ordinance 
In its latest form. 

It is evident that much of the ubjection to the 

tdinance arises from the wide and indefinite nature 
of its provisions. It does not define and fix the 

regulations under which the proposed Degree may 
sranted. It authorises the establishment of the 

“gree, and leaves the University of Edinburgh so 
ro a hand in making and altering regulations after 
ne Ordinance has become law, that it is impossible 
pa atoll What value the Degree will hold, or come 

old in future years. There are definite pro- 
— in the scheme to which exception has been 
me od but the main objection may be summarised 
h § that the Draft Ordinance affords no guaran- 

at the proposed Degree will involve a higher 


training, or more severe examinations, than doesour 
license to practise. Until such guarantee is forth- 
coming, it is impossible to support the proposals of 
Edinburgh University. 

We can understand the action of Glasgow Uni- 
versity in protesting against an Ordinance under 
which it will be possible for members of a particu- 
lar corporate body—or such of them as have been 
trained ata particular school—to attain University 
rank with only the slightest University training. 
Our own concern, however, is not with University 
Degrees in general, but with the progress of the 
veterinary profession. We can imagine few factors 
more detrimental to that progress than the estab- 
lishment of a University Degree in Veterinary 
Science, which any one of our graduates might 
obtain with ease. Undoubtedly suck a Degree 
would be popular, but it would inevitably retard 
the advancement of veterinary education. 

The real point of the dispute is that the Edin- 
burgh University authorities, while professedly aim- 
ing at the establishment of a Degree for the ad- 
vancement of veterinary science, are reserving 
power to issue it under conditions which would have 
precisely the opposite effect. It was to remove the 
possibility of those conditions that the R.C.V.S 
lodged its petition. If the Edinburgh Ordinance 
were amended so as to ensure that the Degree 
should mark a higher grade of knowledge than our 
own diploma, the opposition of the R.C.V.8. would 
terminate. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AND Doc SHows. 


We notice with pleasure that Mr. G. H. Livesey who» 
during the past few months, has made himself very 
conspicuous in the campaign against the purveyors of 
uack medicines, has just achieved a gratifying success, 
o induce the committee of a canine society to exclude 
the stalls of these gentry from its show ground—and 
doubtless suffer some consequent loss of income—is really 
«a commendable piece of work, especially when we 
remember the manifest difficulties, which all who have 
had any experience of the dog-fancying world can ap- 
preciate. Many of us would probably have considered 
it useless to attempt such a reform, and Mr. Livesey 
must be congratulated upon having done so successfully. 
This example may serve to encourage other practi- 
tioners to similar action. There are many canine socie- 
ties throughout the kingdom, and any veterinary surgeon 
having influence with one of them would do well to 
follow Mr. Livesey’s lead. Some of the attempts might 
fail, but we see no reason why a good many should not 
succeed. We wish we could think that the same reform 
would extend to the largest and most important shows 
but there we fear that pecuniary considerations would 
quite outweigh the representations of veterinarians, 
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FIBROMA OF “OS UTERI” OF MARE. 


Subject.—A bay, light cart mare, about eleven 


years 
History. —The owner called at my surgery and 


informed me “ some of the bind parts of his mare 
were coming down” and that she was “bleeding 


syringed out with warm antiseptics. Syringing 
was carried out three times daily until the fourth 
day when, with a pair of blunt-pointed scissors, the 
ligatures were cut and removed. Syringing daily 
was continued for another week, the case doing 
well, and the mare has worked regularly and re- 
mained in perfect health ever since the cessation of 
treatment. The tumour weighed 3lb. 20z. On 


heavily,” and requested me to attend before having cutting through the tumour and examining macro- 


her destroyed. 


scopically, one area of it appeared of a mixed 


Symptoms.—On arrival at the farm I found the | character, i.e, not only fibrous but rather suspicious 
mare standing quietly in her stall, apparently in | of being partly carcinomatous. I forwarded part of 
good general health. The tail was raised to the jt to Prof. Sir John M‘Fadyean, Camden Town, 
horizontal position, and quivering slightly, the lips who kindly examined it and microscopically found 
of the vulva were pushed widely apart, the inter- no evidence of carcinoma, it being purely a fibroma. 
vening space being occupied by a portion of the The needle in photo shows area of attachment. 
outer circumference of what appeared to be a Tuomas Parker, F.R.C.V S. 
tumour-like mass, suspended from which were | 
shreds of clotted blood; and blood was spurting | 
out (two or three feet) from several centres of the 
mass. Examination revealed an irregular but_ 


somewhat circumscribed tumour, about the size of. B 
a man’s head and attached to the neck of the 


uteri, occupying about four-fifths of its cireumfer- On the 20th of January last I was called to see a 
ence, particularly the right side. Its base of attach- cart gelding, nine years old, suffering from paraphy- 
ment would be about twice as thick as a man’s motis. The glans penis was very much inflamed 
wrist. and swollen, and protruding considerably from 
sheath, and the animal was unable to 
retreat it into sheath. 

I prepared horse for pbysic, then 
administered Aloes barb. 3v., Sode 
bicarb. 3iii. in the form of bolus. Sus- 
pended the part around loins, then 
applied continual hot fomentations to 
swelling, and on following day cold 
irrigations, and allowed gentle exercise 
in hand. I saw patient again two days 
afterwards, the swelling had then in- 
creased, was harder and inclined to 
slough, and part between swelling 
and healthy tissue was beginning to 
get strangulated. I scarified parts, 
continued hot fomentations, suspend- 
ing as before, and administered 
small dose of purgative and diuretic 
medicine, viz., Aloes barb. 3iii., Pot. 
Nit. 5ii., bicarb. 3ii. in bolus. 
Three days after my second visit, 
viz. January 25th, having seen n0 
bsneficial effects of treatment I ad 
vised an operation ; on January 29th 
owner decided to let me operate. 

Operation.—Animal was cast 0” 
30th January with colt ropes, as for 
castration, this exposing the part to. 
operated on better than if cast wit 
hobbles. I administered chloroform, in ail about 5"; 


Morpeth. 


AMPUTATION OF PENIS. 


Treatment.— AfterZ thoroughly cleansing with 
warm water followed by antiseptics, a series of | drew penis well out, and washed well with soap a 


hot water. I then passed catheter through urethra, 
ligatured penis about two inches behind affect 
part with a piece of ordinary wide tape, gave &™ -s 
tape to assistant to hold, then made an incisl0 
around penis with a large scalpel, about ed 
posterior to diseased tissue, removing the who 4 : 
same. In making the incision I allowed ab¢ 
quarter of an inch of urethra to protrude, a 
with the knife the protruding part on its under 


about eight or nine strong silk'ligatures ware passed 
through the uterine side of the tumour base, the 
ends of each being firmly secured at intervals 
around }the circumference of the base of attach- 
ment. This completed, hemorrhage ceased. The 
bulky mass was then removed by incising the neck 
about three-quarters of a» inch away from the 
ligatures. All this time the mare stood wonder- 
fully quiet. The vulva and vagina were again well 


after the effects of the anesthetic had passed off, I 
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face, my object in doing this being to prevent re- 
traction and occlusion of urethra and consequent re- 
tention of urine. The only blood vessel that I 
picked up and ligatured was the dorsal artery of 
penis, the rest of the surface exposed by knife I 
simply seared with a black heat iron. When I was 
satisfied that the hemorrhage had stopped, and 


allowed the patient to rise. 

I visited animal again on same night of day of 
operation, I found it doing well, attendant told me 
it had passed urine twice during the day without 
difficulty or distress. 

On following day visited again, it was still pro- 
gressing favourably, the part was very slightly in- 
flamed. I administered small doses of cooling saline 
medicine for a day or two. 

Two days after operation the inflammation had 
completely subsided, and the horse was put to 
exercise and regular food, and on February 4th, 
that is five days after the operation, animal resumed 
its work and has been doing well since. 

I may say that this is the second operation of 
the kind that I have performed and in both cases 
had very good results. My first patient went to 
work after a week, and continued at work for five 
years, when he was destroyed for other reasons. 


CLINICAL NOTES. 
By E. Watts Hoars, F.R.C.V.S. 


Rupture oF THE STOMACH AND DIAPHRAGM, AND 
Fracturep Riss. 


Subject.—A troop mare. 

_ History.—While being ridden by a corporal bear- 
ing dispatches the animal bolted in the street and 
threw the rider. She then came into violent con- 
tact with the shaft of a cart, and freeing herself 
from-this she ran a short distance and pulled up, 
exhausted. 

She was brought to the infirmary at 1 p.m. by a 
Policeman, and on examination I found a deep 
wound on the right flank, from which there was pro- 
use hemorrhage. There was marked respiratory 
distress, the animal fighting for breath, sweating 
Was profuse, the pulse very weak and almost imper- 
ceptible at the jaw, the visible mucous membranes 
Were pallid, and the general expression of the 
patient indicated a rapidly fatal termination. 

he wound was plugged with antiseptic gauze, 
- as slight evidences of pain appeared, four grains 
Ty; orphine were administered hypodermically. 
: 'S gave relief, and beyond the violent respiratory 
Sse no further symptoms were observed until 
me 9 p.m., when she lay down, and soon after 
wees attempts to vomit; these efforts caused the 
io Sings to come out of the wound, and at the sanie 
. © Some ingesta were forced out. While prepara- 


tion was bei 
quietly, ing made to destroy the animal she died 


Autopsy. 


~The wound was in a transverse direc- 
On four 


inches long, and in the region of 


the lower third of the 12th and 13th ribs on the 
right side. The 12th rib was fractured at its lower 
third, and also the 13th rib, the diaphragm was 
punctured at its insertion to the ribs. The abdo- 
minal cavity contained a large amount of ingesta, 
and a large rupture was found in the pyloric portion 
of the stomach. 

Remarks.—The rupture of the stomach must have 
arisen from the force of the impact, as the shaft 
said to be the cause was that of a brewery cart, 
which could not have penetrated so deeply. The 
length of time that the animal lived after the acci- 
dent—eight hours—is worthy of note. 


IMPACTION OF THE STOMACH. 


Subject.--A light built cart mare, aged seven 
years. 

History.—While coming into town, a distance of 
10 miles, the animal got an attack of abdominal 
pain and was treated by a smith from 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m., who administered the usual popular reme- 
dies and also gave enemas. No relief being ob- 
tained the animal was admitted to the infirmary at 
1.15 p.m. 

Symptoms.—Marked tympanitis, abdomen tense, 
respiration accelerated, pulse quick and weak, visible 
mucous membranes slightly injected. Stamps with 
hind limbs, and strains at intervals, does not lie 
down or roll, there are short intervals of quietude. 

Ol. tereb. and Spts. ammon. aromat aa. Ziv. in 
Oj. lini Oij., were given, without any difficulty in 
administration. Administered enema, which was 
quickly returned, accompanied by violent straining, 
but no passage of flatus. Found that the mucous 
membrane of the rectum was irritated, probably 
from the rough manipulations of the smith. 

Administered 1 grain of Eserene hypodermically. 

In 20 minutes, the animal looked towards the 
flanks, and respiration were greatly accelerated, she 
next strained violently, and passed a small amount 
of flatus but no fxeces, and lay down and rolled a 
few times. After this she remained standing and 
strained at intervals, the abdominal distension be- 
came more tense, and the abdominal muscles harder. 
Death occurred quietly at 2.40 p.m. . 
Autopsy.—At 5.30 same evening, the iarge intes- 
tines distended with gas to a marked extent. The 
stomach was enormously distended with both in- 
gesta and gas, and resembled the rumen of a cow. 
The ingesta consisted of chopped furze, and oats in 
a fermenting condition, and the amount was re- 
markable, and evidently caused great distension of 
the gastric walls. No gastritis was present. 
Remarks.—The above case is another of the 
many examples, familiar to every practitioner who 
makes autopsies, of the difficulties in the diagn osis 
of abdominal affections. 
In this case the symptoms were by 10 means 
suggestive of a gastric affection, and the violent 
efforts at straining pointed rather to a lesion of the 
intestines. Judging from the condition of the 
stomach, I fail to see how any medicinal agent 
could cause the removal of so large a mass of in- 
gesta. 
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ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual nc meeting was held on Friday, Jan. 
25th at the Great Western Hotel, Reading, Mr. R. 
Porch, President, in the chair. There were present :— 
Maj. Meredith, 1st Life Guards ; Messrs. R. C. Tennant, 
Windsor ; E. Lionel Stroud, A. L. Butters, London ; 
Percy J. Simpson, Maidenhead, Hon. Sec. and Treas.; 
J.C. Coleman, Swindon; W. J. Flanagan, Reading ; 
F. W. Hanks, Wantage; J. S. Hurndall, London ; 
G. P. Male, Reading; E. Percival Owen, Thame; W. 
Pauer, Blackwater ; J.F. Simpson, Maidenhead ; 8. H. 
Slocock, Hounslow ; R. J. Verney, Oxford ; and Lieut.- 
Col. R. Moore, late A.V.C., Reading, visitor. 

Apologies for inability to attend were received from 
Captain Wright, A.V.C. ; Prof. M‘Call, Major Cranford, 
Messrs. John Hatch, Jas. East, T. W. Lepper, H. G. 
ay ag J. H. Wilson, Albert Wheatley, G. E. King, 
W. G. Flanagan, jun., S. Stockman, E. Lawrence, Thos. 
Powell, J. McKerlie, H. Wilson, J. A. Todd, C. Wood 
Page, W.G Wragg, E. C. Howard, F. W. Wragg, F. G. 
Samson, R. Page Bull, John Varney, and Walter L. 
Harrison. 

The Hon. Sec. reported that in accordance with in- 
structions, he had written to Mrs. and Miss Pritchard 
expressing the sincere regret of the Association at hear- 
ing of the death of the late Prof. Pritchard, and the high 
esteem in which he was held by the members. He read 
a reply from Mrs. Pritchard returning the heartfelt 
thanks to the members for their sympathy in the great 
sorrow of the family, and for their kind expressions of 
regret. 

FINANCIAL. 

Mr. Butters (hon. auditor) presented the statement 
of accounts for the past year, which he said he thought 
showed the Association to be in a very satisfactory posi- 
tion financially. There were only two members in arrear. 
The receipts (including a balance brought forward of 
£51 Os. 7d.) totalled £87 5s. 1d., and the expenditure, 
£31 3s., leaves a balance to the good of £56 3s. 1d. 

The statement was unanimously approved and adopted 
on the motion of Mr. Hanks, seconded by Mr. Stroud, 
the latter gentleman observing that the exceedingly 
som balance was evidence of the great energy of the 
on. Sec. in getting in subscriptions. 


Next MEETING. 


After some discussion as to the desirability of holding 
the April meeting at Aldershot, on the motion of Major 
Meredith, seconded by Mr. Pauer, Reading was resolved 


upon. 

Mr. F. G. Samson, M.R.C.V.S., was elected a member 
of the Association on the motion of Mr. Butters. 

Mr. Stroup, in seconding the resolution (which was 
carried unanimously) said they were all sorry to hear 
that Mr. Samson had a “crack up” while ont with the 
staghounds last week, and probably would not be able 
to get out for some little time. He would make a most 
useful member of the Association. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Harry WALL was nominated by Mr. Stroud for 
election as a member of the Association. 

On the motion of Mr. Butters, seconded by Mr. Slo- 
cock, it was agreed to vote the sum of one guinea from 
the funds of the Association towards the expenses of the 
Parliamentary Representation Conference. 


TRAINING OF ARMY OFFICERS IN VETERINARY 
SCIENCE. 


_ Mr. E. L. Stroup, who had given notice to call atten- 
tion to this subject, brought forward the following 
motion :— 

“That this Association draw the attention of the 

Council of the Royal College to the fact that veterinary 


officers are compelled to give instruction in veterin 
science to officers of British cavalry regiments and as 
that such steps be taken as may be deemed necessary to 
guard the interests of the veterinary profession, and 
that copies of Orders dated March, 1906, and No- 
vember, 1906, referring to India, be forwarded with 
this resolution.” 

He brought forward this matter because he thought, 
judging from the two Orders, that veterinary officers were 
compelled to give instruction to cavalry officers in sub- 
jects that were purely professional. He could not say 
from his own personal knowledge to what extent this 
was the case, but he was assured on very excellent 
authority that our confréres in the Army had a real 
grievance, and as they were unable to do anything 
in the matter he had taken up the ecudgels on their be- 
half, and no doubt all present had read his editorial in 
The Veterinary News of November 3rd last. The proper 
body to enquire into the pros and cons of the case was 
the Council of the R.C.V.S., but the Council would not 
take up a matter of this sort on its own initiative. If 
a powerful society, such as the Royal Counties, sent a 
representation to the College, it would go with such force 
as to command not only respect, but most careful inves- 
tigation. If the Council were convinced that lectures 
were given of too advanced a character, or likely to be 
detrimental to the profession, they would no doubt take 
steps to remedy the evil. He had no objection to cavalry 
officers and men being taught stable management, 
hygiene, and horse mastership generally, in fact he 
thought that every soldier should be conversant with 
those subjects, but what he did object most strongly to 
was, that these men should have a six months course in 

urely veterinary science, should be allowed to visit sick 
Soon watch and perhaps help in operations, and gener- 
ally get a superficial knowledge of our work—sufficient 
perhaps, and here was the danger, to convince the 
officials at the War Office (who appeared not to look 
very deeply under the peg | that they were fit to take 
charge of cases ; and, with the present propensity for 
economising, it was likely as not that such men might 
get appointed in the place of veterinary officers, and 
after a time probably only half-a-dozen of the latter 
would be left in Army, and they only to give lectures. 

He hoped the matter was not as bad as it had been 
painted, but he considered it of sufficient importance to 
warrant the Council of the R.C.V.S. making careful 
investigation, and he asked the members present to en- 
dorse the resolution he had brought forward. 

Major MEREDITH seconded the resolution. He thank- 
ed Mr. Stroud most sincerely for bringing the matter 
forward, and was sure he had done so not only ably, but 
with very sound intentions. (Hear, hear.) He had not 
had time to read the last article on the subject in Z'’ruth 
but he thought Mr. Stroud might regard it as being 
rather a compliment to him than as abuse. [Mr. 
Stroud: I do not mean that at all.) He badn’t the 
privilege of belonging now to the Army  Veterinar 
Corps, and he held no brief for them ; but he did thin 
it right that so important a matter should be well aired 
before the profession. He had, he thought, noticed of 
late a tendency to want of fellowship amongst Army 
veterinary surgeons and civilians, and felt it would be 
much to the advantage of the former if they met thelr 
lay brethren more frequently, and ona friendly footing. 
He asked Mr. Stroud to consider most carefully some 
letters which appeared recently in Zhe Veterinary New’, 
and which were to his mind a little too radical. The 
knew that teaching went on with medical people «s wé 
as veterinary people, but the former confined them- 
selves to a proper line of teaching. He maintained that 
the real cause of all the discontent was that there ¥& 
no proper syllabus of teaching laid down by the heads 0 


b 
the Army Veterinary Department. Whatever 7 
wrong in the teaching of veterinary science in Eng 
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in India, and in our Colonies had been going on for 25 
ears to his knowledge, with the full sanction of the 
ee of the Veterinary Department, and if he sanctioned 
anything in the way of what might be termed advanced 
teaching he was the person to attack. (Hear, hear.) 
Junior officers must do as they were told. He thought 
it a most excellent idea to bring the matter forward, be- 
cause the Director-General of the Army Veterinary 
Corps was the person to put it right. To his mind the 
reason of all this was what had been ably referred to in 
Truth as the lamentable ignorance of horsemanship dis- 
played by all mounted branches in the late war. The 
Government was now determined that that ignorance 
should be remedied, and if veterinary officers did not 
keep themselves up to the mark, or if they declined to 
teach, somebody else would pop up, and for that reason 
he did not think they should condemn the teaching, pro 
vided it was done on what might be termed a true line. 
Everything depended on the method. Veterinary 
officers in the Army had lost ground considerably by not 
teaching. There was not a veterinary officer in the Army 
who was ever consulted on the inspection of meat as food 
for man, and that was the fault of veterinarians, in not 
asserting themselves in that branch. Again, they should 
sit on the Board for buying forage, which was now con- 
ducttd by the Army Service Corps. He appealed to them 
not tocondemn the system entirely, but to say that if the 
teaching was proper it did the profession good, and if im- 
proper it did them harm. He quoted a set of questions 
which were set the previous week for mounted officers 
at the cavalry school at Netheravon, to show what he 
meant by a proper system, observing that the veterinary 
examining officer said the questions were on most exvel- 
lent and sound lines. 

Mr. Paver said it seemed incredible that Army 
officers were given that course of veterinary teaching 
with a view to their taking over the duties in sick lines. 
He thought that veterinary teaching was given to 
officers as a sort of “first aid” business. He had been 
bronght into contact with hundreds of staff officers who 
had gone through that course of teaching, and in every 
case he had come to the conclusion that their “little 
knowledge” had proved dangerons to them, and they 
had always been the first to come for veterinary advice. 

Mr. J. F. Stimpson thought it would be useful to know 
the list of questions submitted to cavalry officers in con- 
nection with the recent veterinary inspection held in the 
Army. There was nothing asked, he thought, which a 
cavalry officer should not be able to answer. He agreed 
that if that were fixed as a maximum standard of in- 
struction the veterinary profession would have little to 
complain about. If they taught up to a higher standard 

e,as one of those who were sent up to the College, 
should certainly enter his protest, nseless as_ it 
might be. 

Mr. Stroup said that a syllabus was not laid down, 
and he presumed it was left for commanding officers to 
say what line should be taken ; he was dealing with the 
two Orders which had been issued in Incia last year, 
and which appeared to him to go beyond the ordinary 
duties of instruction in horsemanship, feeding, grooming, 
stabling, bedding, ete., which every man in the Army 
ought to understand. It did not seem to him right that 
Instruction beyond that should be given, because he 
thonght that in time--they knew the way in which the 
anthorities were economising on the Army and other 

tanches—they would put in men who after a six or 
twelve months’ course, or whatever it might be, would 
consider themselves qualified as veterinary surgeons, and 
that they would have laymen put in charge of the veteri- 
hary duties of the Army, only a few veterinary surgeons 

ing retained to give instruction. His only object in 

"inging forward the resolution was that the Royal Col- 


authorities were going beyond the proper limits some 
pressure should be brought to bear to stopit. All he 
wanted was to stop the teaching to lay officers a smatter- 
ing of pure veterinary science so that they might stick 
themselves up against the professional man, and with 
influence at court, get themselves put into the place of the 
Army veterinary surgeon. Mr. James Simpson, as they 
all knew, had been one of the greatest champions of the 
Army veterinarian for very many years ; and they did 
not, he was sure, want to see his good work thrown to 
the winds. (Applause). 

Major MEREDITH said that he was entirely in agree- 
ment with Mr.Stroud’s last remarks. (Hear, hear). 

Colonel Moors, who has lately returned from India, 
was invited to give his experience of the Order referred 
to by Mr. Stroud. He said he thought it quite right to 
bring the matter before the Royal College, that they 
might consider what should be done and move in the 
matter. He had been in close touch with the subject 
and it was not only in India that those instructions had 
been given. They had been given at home in various 
places, as Major Meredith knew. They must remember 
that it was not only the Army Veterinary Department 
that were to blame in the matter—they had it all 
around them. They had such lectures given at agricul- 
tural Colleges, and indeed al] up and down the country, 
and they had members of their own profession writin 
books which were calculated to instruct officers an 
others up to the very point of their being able to gain a 
diploma of the Royal College. Owners of large numbers 
of horses were instructed to manage their own veterinary 
business as far as possible, and so he thought he should 
advise the Council to enquire not only as to what was 
going on in the Army Veterinary Department, but also 
in agricultural schools and elsewhere. Let them by all 
means have a check put upon it. (Hear, hear.) He him- 
celf gave those lectures at Aldershot many years ago, 
and Major Meredith gave lectures to farriers; but he 
did not think that any of those lectures were calculated 
toinjure the profession. The Order read by Mr. Stroud 
was issued before he (the speaker) left India. When he 
was Inspecting Officer of the Eastern Command that 
Order came from Headquarters. They were “ men under 
authority,” and as such had to obey orders. He then 
called upon some his senior officers to draw up a simple 
syllabus, and submit it to him. He considered it, and 
then passed it on to Headquarters at Simla, where Col. 
Nunn had to deal with it. As they were taking action 
at this end,so Col. Nunn was taking action at the other 
end. He(Col. Moore) wanted to know what he thought 
of the syllabus he had sent up to him, and he replied that 
the whole matter was now under reconsideration, be- 
cause he (Col. Nunn) thought it a great mistake to lean 
to these “ hedge-bottom schools” of veterinary educa- 
tion, and that no more action was to be taken until fur- 
ther orders. So as action was being taken at both ends, 
they might expect something to arise out of it. (Hear, 
hear). As to those officers being instructed up to the 
point of taking care of regimental veterinary hospitals, 
they were not—-nor would they be able todo so. He 
had, he might say, never known any officer attempt to 
practice, or to make money by it. Great numbers of 
them forgot in a very short time all their instruction. 
He did not think private practitioners need be afraid of 
the officers of the Army giving those instructions. He 
did think the fair and sound thing to do would be to 
approach the Royal College and ask the Council to draw 
up a syllabus, instruction from which might in their 
opinion be imparted to officers and others without harm- 
ing the private practitioner. ay sere Having done 
that, let them lay it before the Director-General of the 
Army Veterinary Department, and see if they could 
meet him on that point. Let the various societies talk 
over a sound and simple syllabus, and if possible meet 


lege should enquire into the matter, and that if the 
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ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual ns meeting was held on Friday, Jan. 
25th at the Great Western Hotel, Reading, Mr. R. 
Porch, President, in the chair. There were present :— 
Maj. Meredith, 1st Life Guards ; Messrs. R. C. Tennant, 
Windsor ; E. Lionel Stroud, A. L. Butters, London ; 
Percy J. Simpson, Maidenhead, Hon. Sec. and Treas.; 
J.C. Coleman, Swindon; W. J. Flanagan; Reading ; 
F. W. Hanks, Wantage; J. S. Hurndall, London ; 
G. P. Male, Reading; E. Percival Owen, Thame; W. 
Pauer, Blackwater ; JF. Simpson, Maidenhead ; 8. H. 
Slocock, Hounslow ; R. J. Verney, Oxford ; and Lieut.- 
Col. R. Moore, late A.V.C., Reading, visitor. 

Apologies for inability to attend were received from 
Captain Wright, A.V.C. ; Prof. M‘Call, Major Cranford, 
Messrs. John Hatch, Jas. East, T. W. Lepper, i. 
ay og J. H. Wilson, Albert Wheatley, G. E. King, 
Ww. G. Flanagan, jun., S. Stockman, E. Lawrence, Thos. 
Powell, J. McKerlie, H. Wilson, J. A. Todd, C. Wood 
Page, W.G Wragg, E. C. Howard, F. W. Wragg, F. G. 
Samson, R. Page Bull, John Varney, and Walter L. 
Harrison. 

The Hon. Sec. reported that in accordance with in- 
structions, he had written to Mrs. and Miss Pritchard 
expressing the sincere regret of the Association at hear- 
ing of the death of the late Prof. Pritchard, and the high 
esteem in which he was held by the members. He read 
a reply from Mrs. Pritchard returning the heartfelt 
thanks to the members for their sympathy in the great 
sorrow of the family, and for their Kind expressions of 
regret. 

FINANCIAL. 

Mr. Butters (hon. auditor) presented the statement 
of accounts for the past year, which he said he thought 
showed the Association to be in a very satisfactory posi- 
tion financially. There were only two members in arrear. 
The receipts (including a balance brought forward of 
£51 Os. 7d.) totalled £87 5s. 1d., and the expenditure, 
£31 3s., leaves a balance to the good of £56 3s. 1d. 

The statement was unanimously approved and adopted 
on the motion of Mr. Hanks, seconded by Mr. Stroud, 
the latter gentleman observing that the exceedingly 

d balance was evidence of the great energy of the 
on. Sec. in getting in subscriptions. 


Next MEETING. 


After some discussion as to the desirability of holding 
the April meeting at Aldershot, on the motion of Major 
Meredith, seconded by Mr. Pauer, Reading was resolved 


upon. 

Mr. F. G. Samson, M.R.C.V.S., was elected a member 
of the Association on the motion of Mr. Butters. 

Mr. Stroup, in seconding the resolution (which was 
carried unanimously) said they were all sorry to hear 
that Mr. Samson had a “crack up” while ont with the 
staghounds last week, and probably would not be able 
to get out for some little time. He would make a most 
useful member of the Association. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Harry WALL was nominated by Mr. Stroud for 
election as a member of the Association. 

On the motion of Mr. Butters, seconded by Mr. Slo- 
cock, it was agreed to vote the sum of one guinea from 
the funds of the Association towards the expenses of the 
Parliamentary Representation Conference. 


TRAINING OF ARMY OFFICERS IN VETERINARY 
ScIENCE. 


_ Mr. E. L, Stroup, who had given notice to call atten- 
tion to this subject, brought forward the following 
motion :— 

“That this Association draw the attention of the 

Council of the Royal College to the fact that veterinary 


otticers are compelled to give instruction in veterin 
science to officers of British cavalry regiments and as 
that such steps be taken as may be deemed necessary to 
guard the interests of the veterinary profession, and 
that copies of Orders dated March, 1906, and No- 
vember, 1906, referring to India, be forwarded with 
this resolution.” 

He brought forward this matter because he thought, 
judging from the two Orders, that veterinary officers were 
compelled to give instruction to cavalry officers in sub- 
jects that were purely professional. He could not say 
from his own perscnal knowledge to what extent this 
was the case, but he was assured on very excellent 
authority that our confréres in the Army had a real 
grievance, and as they were unable to do anything 
in the matter he had taken up the cudgels on their be- 
half, and no doubt all present had read his editorial in 
The Veterinary News of November 3rd last. The proper 
body to enquire into the pros and cons of the case was 
the Council of the R.C.V.S., but the Council would not 
take up a matter of this sort on its own initiative. If 
a powerful society, such as the Royal Counties, sent a 
representation to the College, it would go with such force 
as to command not only respect, but most careful inves- 
tigation. If the Council were convinced that lectures 
were given of too advanced a character, or likely to be 
detrimental to the profession, they would no doubt take 
steps to remedy the evil. He had no objection to cavalry 
officers and men being taught stable management, 
hygiene, and horse mastership generally, in fact he 
thought that every soldier should be conversant with 
those subjects, but what he did object most strongly to 
was, that these men should have a six months course in 

urely veterinary science, should be allowed to visit sick 
oo watch and perhaps help in operations, and gener- 
ally get a superficial knowledge of our work—sufficient 
perhaps, and here was the danger, to convince the 
officials at the War Office (who appeared not to look 
very deeply under the ps gy that they were fit to take 
charge of cases ; and, with the present propensity for 
economising, it was likely as not that such men might 
get appointed in the place of veterinary officers, and 
after a time probably only half-a-dozen of the latter 
would be left in Army, and they only to give lectures. 

He hoped the matter was not as bad as it had been 
painted, but he considered it of sufficient importance to 
warrant the Council of the R.C.V.S. making careful 
investigation, and he asked the members present to ei- 
dorse the resolution he had brought forward. 

Major MEREDITH seconded the resolution. He thank- 
ed Mr. Stroud most sincerely for bringing the matter 
forward, and was sure he had done so not only ably, but 
with very sound intentions. (Hear, hear.) He had not 
had time to read the last article on the subject in Zruth 
but he thought Mr. Stroud might regard it as being 
rather a compliment to him than as abuse. [Mr. 
Stroud: I do not mean that at all.] He badn’t the 
privilege of belonging now to the Army Veterinar 
Corps, and he held no brief for them ; but he did thin 
it right that so iniportant a matter should be well air 
before the profession. He had, he thought, noticed of 
late a tendency to want of fellowship amongst Army 
veterinary surgeons and civilians, and felt it would be 
much to the advantage of the former if they met their 
lay brethren more frequently, and ona friendly footing. 
He asked Mr. Stroud to consider most carefully some 
letters which appeared recently in The Veterinary New’, 
and which were to his mind a little too radical. The} 
knew that teaching went on with medical people as well 
as veterinary people, but the former confined them 
selves to a proper line of teaching. He maintained that 
the real cause of all the discontent was that there - 
no proper syllabus of teaching laid down by the heads 0 


b 
the Army Veterinary Department. Whatever a 
wrong in the teaching of veterinary science in Englan 
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in India, and in our Colonies had been going on for 25 
ears to his knowledge, with the full sanction of the 
er of the Veterinary Department, and if he sanctioned 
anything in the way of what might be termed advanced 
teaching he was the person to attack. (Hear, hear.) 
Junior officers must do as they were told. He thought 
it a most excellent idea to bring the matter forward, be- 
cause the Director-General of the Army Veterinary 
Corps was the person to put it right. To his mind the 
reason of all this was what had been ably referred to in 
Truth as the lamentable ignorance of horsemanship dis- 
played by all mounted branches in the late war. The 
Government was now determined that that ignorance 
should be remedied, and if veterinary officers did not 
keep themselves up to the mark, or if they declined to 
teach, somebody else would pop up, and for that reason 
he did not think they should condemn the teaching, pro 
vided it was done on what might be termed a true line. 
Everything depended on the method. Veterinary 
ofticers in the Army had lost ground considerably by not 
teaching. There was not a veterinary officer in the Army 
who was ever consulted on the inspection of meat as food 
for man, and that was the fault of veterinarians, in not 
asserting themselves in that branch. Again, they should 
sit on the Board for buying forage, which was now con- 
ducted by the Army Service Corps. He appealed to them 
not tocondemn the system entirely, but to say that if the 
teaching was proper it did the profession good, and if im- 
proper it did them harm. He quoted a set of questions 
which were set the previous week for mounted officers 
at the cavalry school at Netheravon, to show what he 
meant by a proper system, observing that the veterinary 
examining officer said the questions were on most exvel- 
lent and sound lines. 

Mr. Paver said it seemed incredible that Army 
officers were given that course of veterinary teaching 
with a view to their taking over the duties in sick lines. 
He thought that veterinary teaching was given to 
officers as a sort of “first aid” business. He had been 
bronght into contact with hundreds of staff officers who 
had gone through that course of teaching, and in every 
case he had come to the conclusion that their “little 
knowledge” had proved dangerous to them, and they 

ad always been the first to come for veterinary advice. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson thought it wonld be useful to know 
the list of questions submnitted to cavalry officers in con- 
nection with the recent veterinary inspection held in the 
Army. There was nothing asked, he thought, which a 
cavalry officer should not be able to answer. He agreed 
that if that were fixed as a maximum standard of in- 
struction the veterinary profession would have little to 
complain about. If they taught up to a higher standard 

e,as one of those who were sent up to the College, 
should certainly enter his protest, useless as it 
might be. 

Mr. Stroup said that a syllabus was not laid down, 
and he presumed it was left for commanding officers to 
say what line should be taken ; he was dealing with the 
two Orders which had been issued in India last year, 
and Which appeared to him to go beyond the ordinary 
duties of instruction in horsemanship, feeding, grooming, 
stabling, bedding, etc., which every man in the Army 
ought to understand. It did not seem to him right that 
Instruction beyond that should be given, because he 
thonght that in time--they knew the way in which the 
anthorities were economising on the Army and other 

tanches—they would put in men who after a six or 
twelve months’ course, or whatever it might be, would 
consider themselves qualified as veterinary surgeons, and 
that they would have laymen put in charge of the veteri- 
nary duties of the Army, only a few veterinary surgeons 

ing retained to give instruction. His only object in 

"inging forward the resolution was that the Royal Col- 

*ge should enquire into the matter, and that if the 


authorities were going beyond the proper limits some 
pressure should be brought to bear to stop it. All he 
wanted was to stop the teaching to lay officers a smatter- 
ing of pure veterinary science so that they might stick 
themselves up against the professional man, and with 
influence at court, get themselves put into the place of the 
Army veterinary surgeon. Mr. James Simpson, as they 
all knew, had been one of the greatest champions of the 
Army veterinarian for very many years ; and they did 
not, he was sure, want to see his good work thrown to 
the winds. (Applause). 

Major MerepITH said that he was entirely in agree- 
ment with Mr. Stronud’s last remarks. (Hear, hear). 

Colonel Moore, who has lately returned from India, 
was invited to give his experience of the Order referred 
to by Mr. Stroud. He said he thought it quite right to 
bring the matter before the Royal College, that they 
might consider what should be done and move in the 
matter. He had been in close touch with the subject 
and it was not only in India that those instructions h 
been given. They had been given at home in various 
places, as Major Meredith knew. They must remember 
that it was not only the Army Veterinary Department 
that were to blame in the matter—they had it all 
around them. They had such lectures given at agricul- 
tural Colleges, and indeed all up and down the country, 
and they had members of their own profession writin 
books which were calculated to instruct officers at 
others up to the very point of their being able to gain a 
diploma of the Royal College. Owners of large numbers 
of horses were instructed to manage their own veterinary 
business as far as possible, and so he thought he should 
advise the Council to enquire not only as to what was 
going on in the Army Veterinary Department, but also 
in agricultural schools and elsewhere. Let them by all 
means have a check put upon it. (Hear, hear.) He him- 
celf gave those lectures at Aldershot many years ago, 
and Major Meredith gave lectures to farriers ; but he 
did not think that any of those lectures were calculated 
toinjure the profession. The Order read by Mr. Stroud 
was issued before he (the speaker) left India. When he 
was Inspecting Officer of the Eastern Command that 
Order came from Headquarters. They were “ men under 
authority,” and as such had to obey orders. He then 
called upon some his senior officers to draw up a simple 
syllabus, and submit it to him. He considered it, and 
then passed it on to Headquarters at Simla, where Col. 
Nunn had to deal with it. As they were taking action 
at this end,so Col. Nunn was taking action at the other 
end. He(Col. Moore) wanted to know what he thought 
of the syllabus he had sent up to him, and he replied that 
the whole matter was now under reconsideration, be- 
cause he (Col. Nunn) thought it a great mistake to lean 
to these “ hedge-bottom schools” of veterinary educa- 
tion, and that no more action was to be taken until fur- 
ther orders. So as action was being taken at both ends, 
they might expect something to arise out of it. (Hear, 
hear). As to those officers being instructed up to the 
point of taking care of regimental veterinary hospitals, 
they were not—-nor would they be able todo so. He 
had, he might say, never known any officer attempt to 
practice, or to make money by it. Great numbers of 
them forgot in a very short time all their instruction. 
He did not think private practitioners need be afraid of 
the officers of the Army giving those instructions. He 
did think the fair and sound thing to do would be to 
approach the Royal College and ask the Council to draw 
up a syllabus, instruction from which might in their 
opinion be imparted to officers and others without harm- 
ing the private practitioner. (Applause.) Having done 
that, let them lay it before the Director-General of the 
Army Veterinary Department, and see if they could 
meet him on that point. Let the various societies talk 


over a sound and simple syllabus, and if possible meet 
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the Director-General, and then let such a syllabus be 
taught in the English Army and in the agricultural col- 
leges, as well as in India. (Applause). 

Mr. Stroup remarked that Col. Moore had said “ send 
that syllabus to the Director-General in England.” As 
he was told on very good anthority that the Director- 
General in England had nothing to do with the Com- 
mander-in-Chief in India, he thought they should send 
it to both. 

C lonel Moore explained that it would have to go 
throngh the Director-General of the Army Veterinary 
Department here who would pass it, throngh the Prin- 
cipal Veterinary Officer in India, on to the Commander- 
in-Chief. One word more as to the Order, which they 
would see was very far-reaching. The veterinary officers 
b ing ordered to give instructions, ins'ructions they had 
to give. Then the officers from the mounted units, as 
well as the cavalry, were ordered to attend for those 
lectures or for sick lines, and at the conclusion of the 
course their knowledge was supposed to be tested, and 
he believed that it would be entered in their “ confiden- 
tial reports” as to whether they had “ good,” “ indiffer- 
ent,” or “bad” veterinary knowledge, so that it was very 
far-reaching. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Strroun’s resolution was then put and carried 
unaniniously. 


Mr. J. F. Smmpson moved a resolution as to the 
ayment of carriage on the instruments owned by the 
ociety when they passed direct from one member to 
another ; and the meeting referred it to that gentleman 
and the Hon. Secretary to frame a rule dealing with the 
matter. 
Cases OF INTEREST. 


Mr. Paver showed a case of extra-uterine gestation 
in a cat of eight or nine years old, which probably had 
nothing to do with the cause of death. 

Mr. CotemMaANn exhibited a bone of a thoronghbred 


horse which had been hit above the fetlock in a trial, by | » 


another racehorse. He diagnosed an injury to the bone, 
but after two or three days the swelling disappeared, 
and the animal went on with regular exercise and ap- 
peared to have got sound until the tenth day, when it 
went down in the stable and had to be shot. A post- 
mortem showed two fractures, one quite fresh. 

He also showed the fractured humerus of a deer- 
hound, and the humerus of another dog, showing damage 
of rheumatic origin. 

Messrs. Pauer and Coleman were heartily thanked on 
the proposition of Mr. J. F. Simpson, seconded by the 
Hon. Secretary. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS, 
By R. Porcn, F.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—-J. have, on taking the Chair as your 
President, to thank you for placing me in that position 


- of honour. 


T have not been connected with the Royal Counties 
Veterinary Medical Society so longas I have with others, 
not nearly so long as many in this room, but during the 
time I have been struck with the good fellowship and 
esprit de corps, which exist amongits members. If those 
living anywhere in the district of the Society, wonld 
attend its meetings they would, without hesitation, be- 
come members ; they could not resist its good influences. 

From the agenda it will be seen that there will not be 
much time to waste upon an address, but I will briefly 
mention a few of the topics which are now occupying the 
minds of the profession. 

First that of an Annual Registration Fee. Here we 
have a subject which I am sure must give us all food for 
thought. At present the College is not in the financial 

osition in which we should wish to see it. It is, as we 
now, entirely dependent on the fees received from 


students and members for the Fellowship Examinations, 
with the addition of the interest of its comparatively 
small investments. 

Money is power, and unless our Council has funds 
with which to carry out its work, so long, I am afraid, 
we shall not make those advances which we all wish to 
see. I have heard it asked, what are they going to do 
with the money? I shall not endeavour to solve that 
problem, but I think we may rest assured that they will 
expend it for the good of the profession ; anyway, in the 
way which they consider best, and as they are our chosen 
representatives we can ask no more. I think the matter 
is one for the majority of the profession to decide, both 
as to whether it should be done, and what the amount 
of the annual subscription should be. 

IT am aware that under the existing Charter and Bye- 
laws, our Council does not possess the power necessary 
to enforce such annual payments, but I am convinced 
that it must be obligatory. Is it not worth while for 
our Council to obtain such power, if the profession deem 
it to its benefit to have an annnal registration fee ? 

I must admit that 1 was in favour of the profession 
being represented in Parliament, and that we should 
have someone there to watch our interest ; althongh the 
Parliamentary Committee of the Council may do all they 
can, they are not on the spot, nor are they brought into 
immediate contact with a number of members of Parlia- 
ment But the gentlemen who have been most enthnsi- 
astic over it have not, up to the present, been able to 
formulate any workable scheme, and I am afraid we 
shall have to wait until some way is discovered by which 
ee profession can have a representative, either direct or 
indirect. 

We have seen of late in The Record the controversy 
re Profession and Trade. This is a subject to which one 
may give a lot of thought. It would doubtless be better 
if we could entirely dissociate ourselves from trade, and 
cause the public to look upon us as purely professional 


en. 
Can this bedone? Will all the members of the pro- 
fession who are connected with shoeing forges dispose 0 
them, and only do strictly professional work? I am 
afraid not; and I am of opinion it is more difficult for 
the veterinary profession to be strictly professional than 
for any other. 

It is, I think, a stepin the right direction for members 
of our profession to induce local and other authorities to 
separate the professional attendance and shoeing 
giving contracts. The men who have not forges then 
have the same opportunities to obtain the professiona 
portion as those who have, and the authorities must se¢ 
that the two are quite distinct. 

Advertising and quackery I may say go together, and 
are of vital importance to us. One has only to pick up 
almost any agricultural or sporting paper to see some 
advertisement stating that So-and-so supplies nostrums 
to cure all the ills that the lower animals are subject t. 
There is no doubt they do injury to our profession. There 
are canine and feline experts, etc. Now, gentlemen, this 
is a very serious problem, and a condition of affairs 
behoves our Conncil, and also ourselves, to endeavell 
to prevent as much as possible ; although I think ‘r 
all bitterly resent it, it is, in my opinion, most difficult 
to deal with. 

As far as I am able to interpret our Charters and Bye- 
laws it seems there must either be something Wi" 
deludes the public, or they—the ad vertisers--must © 
themselves veterinary in some fourm or other, and oo 
this might fail to obtain a conviction. From what — 
of our most experienced Councilmen tell us, it 8 ¢ 
tremely difficult to prosecute these men with any 0°” 
of success. I, personally, am of opinion that = , 
strong case of this sort occurs it may be worth fight 
it to the end. I say a strong case because I co”! 


it most undesirable to take a weak case 4? 
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Losing opens the eyes of people to a weak place in our 


ct. 

With the selling of medicines, I am afraid we have 
not anything like a remedy. We have only to see the 
numberless advertisements of panaceas for the human 
race to recognise that the medical profession is in the 
same position as ourselves. Were they able to stop this 
we may take it they would do so. 

Ican understand that a man has the right to spend 
his money as he wishes, provided he does no harm, or 
perhaps | ought to say so long as he does not recognise 
the harm. What we have to do, I think, is to endeavour 
to let the pub:ic see that to employ a skilled veterinarian 
when their animals are ill is not the most expensive way 
of curing them. 

Gentlemen, I am enumerating the grievances of the 
»yrofession, but we must not consider that the profession 
has nothing but grievances, nor must we be all pessimists, 
but there is one more which | consider a hardship, and 
that is that our Council has no control over the regis- 
tered practitioner, who was given all the advantages 
which we ourselves obtained by the Act of 1881. 

In The Veterenary Record, Oct. 13th, 1906, there is a 
case stated where our Council removed the name of a 
registered practitioner from the Register, and no doubt 
with good reason, or they would not have done so. This 
practitioner at once appealed to the Privy Council, who 
instructed the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons to reinstate him. If these practitioners are to 
have the advantages which we possess, I think it is only 
faic and equitable that they should be under the same 
laws and regulations. 

Our students have now to undergoa four years course, 
and at the colleges receive a scientific training, which | 
believe to be equal to any other of the recognised pro- 
fessions. Their examinations embrace all the subjects 
which they, as veterinary surgeons, either serving the 
general public, under Colonial Governments or Local 
Authorities, would be expected to be acquainted with. 

f we persevere, and maintain our standard equal with 
those who are likely to be our opponents, whether it 
be in appointments or not ; the ods must eventually 
see that we, by our training and education, are the 
fitand proper men to hold the positions we by right 
aspire to, 
_ By The Record dated Jan. 5, 1907, I see there are two 
firms who hold Warrants of appointment to His Majesty 
ing Edward VII as Cattle Medicine Manufacturers, 
although there are some ten Veterinary Surgeons who 
hold appointments by Warrant. We may be told that 
there are Druggists and Chemists so appointed, but I do 
not think these cases are analogous, as I take it they 
only dispense the medicines prescribed by the King’s 
physicians. 

With all our grievances we are not a despondent 
calling. We have for at any rate fifty years worked 

ard to make ourselves of more value to the public, and 
— On have our reward in general public recogni- 
ae ur higher standard of education and profes- 

tonal proficiency have assisted us to appointments by 
Authorities at home and Colonial Governments 
ce — of the world. If the horse has decreased 
aad a rs, greater value has become attached to other 
ch mals, and our services are diverted into other 

annels, 

a pleasing to note that in the last Warrants of the 
noe rough the exertions of our Council the veteri- 
_ ee are now separated from those of the trades- 

ans hee usion IT would just indicate that the public 
at it clearly that prevention is better than cure, and 
schools a to consult experts to prevent disease. Our 
Was they teach hygiene on a much wider basis than 
ase afew years ago, and many more appoint- 


stand hygiene and preventive medicine. Everything 
changes, and our profession is really in a_ transition 
stage, for which we are not unprepared, but for which 
we must continue to make members fit. 

On the whole [ take an optimistic view of things, and 
believe we can quite hold our own in the struggle which 
has been described as the survival of the fittest. 


A vote of thanks to the President for his address, 
moved by Major Meredith, and seconded by Mr. Owen, 
was carried by hearty acclamation. 


THE DINNER. 


The annusl dinner at the Hotel was of the usual 
elegant character. Mr. Porch presided, and the gentle- 
men named above were joined by Dr. Wilcockson, other 
visitors who usually attend this very pleasant gathering 
being from various causes unable to do so on this 
occasion. 

The CHAIRMAN gave the toast of “The King.” which 
was loyally honoured. 

Mr. SrroupD proposed Imperial Forces.” Before 
coming to the toast he felt he cae to say a word or 
two about a gentleman who had been a most constant 
and welcome visitor on those occasions, and always took 
the very greatest interest in Army matters as al as in 
horses—-the late Capt. Giles Ayres. He was a personal 
friend of his, and of many present, and he w:s sure they 
all missed his cheery presence very much indeed. (Hear, 
hear.) He was one of the founders, and a supreme sup- 
porter, of the Reading Troop of the Berks Imperial 
Yeomanry, and when the war broke out in South 
Africa was the first, with Colonel. Gerald Ricardo, to 
volunteer for the front. (Hear, hear.) With regard to 
the toast, they were pleased to see that, even with the 
present Government in power, we were having a few 
ships built. We had a Dreadnought, which was the 
tinest battleship on the seas at the present moment, and 
they would like to see a good many wore like her; for 
the first and greatest duty of any Government was to 
defend the shores of the Empire. (Hear, hear.) As to 
the Army, they were pleased to think that the Veterinary 
Department was in a more efficient state than it had 
been for a great many years. That was not entirely 
due to the officers of the Department themselves, but 
had been brought about by members of the profession 
generally, without whom, he ventured to think, those 
officers would not be in their present position, 
either as to salary or their status in the Army. (Hear, 
hear.) Their friends Mr. James Simpson and Professor 
Williams took an exceedingly active part in bringing the 
grievances of Army veterinary officers before the 
Government, and so successful were they that the rate 
of pay and position and promotion were advancrd, with 
less years of service. They were backed up by every 
member of the profession, and all were delighted that 
the Department had been pnt on a better and more 
equitable basis. (Hear, hear.) He hoped that the 
Council of the College would consider seriously the 
little matter which he (Mr. Stroud) brought up that 
afternoon. I[t did not originate with himself, but with 
an Army man, a very high authority, whose word he 
knew he could take. If the Department was to prosper 
as they wished, they must induce the Government to 
offer inducements so as to attract the best men in the 
profession. (Applause.) 

Major MEREDITH, in response, said that if we were 
parsimonious in expenditure on the forces of the Crown 
we should find other nations building more Dread- 
noughts than ourselves ; the aim should, of course, be 
to keep our Navy not only equal to the combined 
navies of any other two powers, but more so, (Hear, 
hear.) We had very able men at the head of the Navy, 
and he was glad to feel that we could rely on them. 


ments will be Open to veterinary graduates who under- 


The Army was, he was afraid, in a stage of very severe 
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transition. The veterinary branch was small, and per- 
haps insignificant, but he hoped they did their work, 
and he hoped all his brother officers would continue to 
doso. They could not afford to neglect any opportunity 
that was presented, by any means. For instance, he 
thought the Army veterinary surgeon the very person to 
have something to say in the matter of neat inspection, 
and for that reason he thought they should qualify 
themselves for that, which they did not do at present. 
Mr. Stroud had referred to the Auxiliary Forces, and 
he (the speaker) looked upon that branch of the Veteri- 
nary Department as being far more important than was 
recently imagined. (Hear, hear.) They gave up their 
time voluntarily, and they were the people who would 
stand by the Army. (Applause). 

Capt. Percy Simpson (Berks LY.) also replied to the 
toast. He might say, without any pride, that un- 
doubtedly the Auxiliary Forces would have to hold 
themselves in readiness, and keep themselves in a condi- 
tion of extreme efficiency in the future, especially if the 
Army was to suffer from the cutting down process which 
was going on at the present time. The Army was being 
reduced in numbers owing to Mr. Haldane’s idea 
that the Auxiliary Forces should come in and make up 
the numbers ; but that of course was no use nnless the 
members were efficient ; and it was throwing a_ tremen- 
dous strain on the Auxiliary forces to expect men to 
come out for 16 days training in the year, with a few 
lectures and some rifle instruction and a little foot drill, 
to compare favourably in the field with men who had 
been kept at it for four or five years. (Hear, hear.) The 
spirit was perfecly willing, but they were not able to do 
it, and so it was nut fair to entirely rely on the Auxili- 
ary Forces and to throw such responsibility on them. 
(Hear, hear.) Mr. Stroud had made reference to the loss 
he might say that Association had sustained in the death 
of Capt. Giles Ayres. As a brother officer of his (Capt. 
Simpson) be could speak with a great amount of feeling, 
because he was the typical man the Auxiliary Forces re- 
— He was a wan who worked himself up through 
the ranks in the Berkshire I.Y. to a commission, and 
when war broke out was one of the first to volunteer for 
the front. He was a man of pluck, a man who could 
ride and shoot, and a general all-round sportsman. If 
some of the men who now devoted their time to golfing, 
motoring, cricket, and so on—men with ability, strength 
and leisure would give up some of those things and 
join a volunteer corps they would be doing a great deal 
more good for their country. (Hear, hear.) Personally 
he hada very poor opinion of the miniature rifle ranges, 
the men who shot at them being mostly men who would 
not understand a service rifle if placed in their hands. 
He rather classed them as “ pot-hunters.” They saw 
the same old names week after week carrying off pots, 
and spoons, etc. The idea was very nice that every 
man should be able to shoot ; but give those men a 
service rifle, put them on a horse, or march them 25 
miles, and, generally speaking, they wonld be found of 
very little use ; and in warfare the one essential would 
be wanting, viz., discipline, without which nothing 
could be done. (Hear, hear.) He himself was of course 
a non-combatant, but he saw “all the fun of the fair,” 
and was more and more impressed with the importance 
of oo in the field. He hoped his own regiment 
was pulling up to full strength ; and he would once more 
urge men of leisure to join the Auxiliary Forces, and 
so do their duty by serving their country. (Applause.) 

Dr. WiLcocKson proposed the toast of “ The Veterin- 
ary Profession,” remarking that for ten or eleven years 
he had had the pleasure of dining with that Association, 
and that when at College some of his greatest chums 
were veterinarians. He had always considered theirs as 
a younger sister of the medical profession, but he was 
beginning to think that they were twins, for as time 
went ou they saw more and more the help they gave to 


them, and especially to medical officers of health in pro- 
noting the welfare of their fellow-countrymen in their 
sanitary condition. The two professions were coming 
closer and closer together in the bond of pathology, and 
veterinarians were able to help in the study of these 
scientific questions, and to throw light on them, by the 
knowledge they possessed of what was called the animal 
kingdom as apart from the human kingdom. During 
the past two years the question that had interested and 
concerned them most had, probably, been the long epi- 
demic of diphtheria, and without the veterinary profess- 
ion he did not know what they would have done in 
trying to g-t to the bottom of what had caused that 
serious outbreak all over the kingdom. They had 
thought that diphtheria, like rabies, was almost stamped 
out, but their eyes had been very much opened during 
the last two years, and especially the last six months. 
in 1905 there was a case at Twyford, and the epidemic 
went on: and they had the alarming report of their 
Medical Officer that it was nearly all to be traced to the 
milk supply. On August 12, 1905, with the consent of 
three farmers in the district, the Medical Officer sent 
samples of milk to the Clinical Research Association, 
who replied that no bacilli had been found in the samples, 
After a time the Medical Officer sent up more samples, 
asking them to spare no pains in their reseaach, and the 
reply came back that they were very suspicious of bacilli, 
but could not say that the samples were diphtheritic. 
Then an examination was made of the cows, and it was 
found that the teats of many of them were ulcerated. 
Extracts from those ulcers were sent up, and then the 
true bacilli were found, That was a most interesting 
thing, and how these teats became inoculated with the 
bacilli was a question which he thought was still an 
open one. Messrs. Mitchell and Wheatley, of Reading, 
in company with Dr. Ashby, inspected three herds of 
cows at Twyford, and swabs were taken of the contents 
of the ulcers, and in all cases the bacillus was found. 
Diphtheria spread in the villages around, and during the 
past year had been very busy amongst the children in 
Reading. They should in both professions do their best 
to stamp out a disease which was so malignant. (Hear, 
hear.) He could say, so far as science was concerned, 
that the veterinary profession had helped them ve 
much in the matter of the anti-diphtheric serum whic 
had been found so valuable. He was satisfied they 
could not have arrived at the present scientific data 
without the help of the profession he had so inuch pleas- 
ure in proposing, and he thanked them for the help they 
had always given to medical research, not only in that 
great question which was so prominent to-day, but on 
other occasions. He coupled with the toast the name of 
his old friend Mr. James Simpson, who was so honoured 
aad loved by the members of his profession. (Applause). 

Mr. J F. Srvpson, in the course of his reply, said that 
in their younger days the veterinary profession had to 
seek the assistance of the medical profession, which was 
always very readily granted. He did not attempt to say 
that they were yet absolutely capable of running by 
themselves, but he thought their medical friends woul 
admit that such progress had been made that they wert 
at least able to toddle by themselves. Dr. Wilcocksot 
had reminded them that the bacteriological researches 
the veterinary profession had tended towards the elucid- 
ation of many diseases which at one time puzzled the 
medical pr:fession. Thanks to such men as Professor 
Sir John M’Fadyean, the veterinary profession had been 
well educated ; and it was for its members to take ad- 
vantage of the opportunities afforded them in the prese? 
day, by post-graduate courses, and so forth, to e 
themselves better acquainted with bacteriology 4 
other subjects than they had the opportunity of doin? 
the past. (Hear, hear.) They must all admit that _— 
sometimes exceedingly difficult to discover the bacl - 
of diphtheria, or even of tuberculosis, in milk. t ¥ 
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easy enough to detect it in certain lesions that might be 
observed in regard to either disease. There was no 
doubt that the serums which were now being used, more 
particularly in investigations in our Colonies with a view 
first of controlling and afterwards of eradicating these 
diseases, both equine and bovine, which were such 
scourges to the countries in which they existed, were 

roving effective. It was cheering to know that science 
had made such progress, at any rate in the medical pro- 
fession, that marvellous results were being obtained in 
connection with diphtheria in the human subject. The 
success of such serums should encourage the leaders of 
the veterinary profession in bacteriology to persevere. 
He did not claim that the veterinary profession first 
said to the medical that the open-air treatment was the 
right thing for tuberculosis, but they gave the hint by 
pointing out to them the susceptibility of certain classes 
of bovines, and that the West Highland cattle, which 
were very rarely housed, were the least susceptible to 
that disease, so that exposure to the open air was at 
least a preventive. 

The veterinary profession was now handicapped in 
many ways. They had to acknowledge that the motor 
car had come amongst them, and, in busy cities and fair 
couaties alike, had interfered with them somewhat; but 
they might take comfort in the fact that if the motors 
harmed them in one way, at any rate they did them 
good in another. He called to mind at least four 
accidents within the last week to horses and dogs in his 
own practice which they would not have had but for 
those cars.—(Langhter). He believed that the profes- 
sion as a whole, was advancing. The Council had made 
aright move in going back to a more severe preliminary 
examination than had existed for the last few years, and 
he did not belicve that would affect in any way the 
entrance of the right sort of men. Speaking as a 
member of the Council, he assured them that the 
Council had very anxious duties to perform, and that 
the lists of attendances gave no idea of the enormous 
amount of work done by those who had the interest of 
the college at heart. Recently they had regretted the 
retirement of their secretary, Mr. Hill, who had served 
them well and faithfully for twenty-seven years ; and in 
a talk with him only a few days ago, he assured him that 
during all those years he had only been absent from 
three meetings. 

He was glad to say that the medical profession had 
recognised that, at least, the veterinary surgeon knew 
something abont milk, and about the diseases with 
which it might become contaminated, and that amongst 
those invited to attend a committee appointed by the 
Committee of the Royal Sanitary Institute were Sir 
John M‘Fadyean and himself. That committee presented 
Its report a short time ago to the President of the Board 
of Agriculture. One paragraph was to the effect that 
the inspection of animals should be carried out by the 
Medical Officer of Health or by the Sanitary Inspector. 
To that he (the speaker) took exception, and his excep- 
tion was represented to the President of the Board 
When the deputation waited on his Lordship, and he 

lieved it wonld be acted on. Even the medical pro- 

“ssion would agree that the man to recognise the 

lseases of dairy cows was the veterinary surgeon.— 
(Applause), 

ol. Moorr submitted the toast “success to the 
oyal Counties Veterinary Medical Association, the 
ee and Officers.” He wished them success in 
coi ts Success in the discussion of various subjects 
ming before them, as to how best to meet their cases, 
mee! best to hold up their heads and to ensure their 
pa in the world as a profession ; and that day they 
Ae an the value of such asociations and discussions. 

: ° diphtheria and the contamination of the udder of 

cow, they would find in some of the writings of 


that cows udders might easily become contaminated by 
the animals lying on contaminated soil, particularly 
when that soil had become contaminated with the diph- 
theritic virns. He saw no difficulty in the virus passing 
from the udder into the milk, through the hands of the 
dairymaid, or in other ways. They would find that 
fowls also picking up gravel or earth from a contam- 
inated ground would become infected very readily, and 
so convey the disease to children who might handle 
their heads, or into cottages where they were admitted. 
Those societies were invaluable in helping the members 
to combine their ideas, and to search out details with 
regard to health and disease. He remembered that a 
good many years ago at Edinburgh, Prof. Williams 
was the first to point out that want of ventilation was 
the primary cause of the spread of tukerculosis — 
(Applause). 

The PRESIDENT, who met with a most cordial recep- 
tion, said that on behalf of the Association, he wished 
to thank Col. Moore and the company most heartily for 
the way in which the toast had been proposed and 
received. He was sure, as Col. Moore had said, that 
those societies all did infinite good in bringing them 
into contact, and teaching them to appreciate one 
another. For several years he, like many others, let the 
Associations slide, but now he belonged to three or four, 
and that had led to his meeting members of the pro- 
fession whom it had been an honour to know, and men 
whom he hoped to retain as friends to the end of his 
days.—(Applause). If everyone in the profession knew 
the value of those associations, he was sure there would 
be no dearth of new members.—(Applause). 

The Hon. Secretary also returned thanks, and in 
doing so expressed the pleesure it gave him to know 
that the Association was in such a flourishing condition. 
They kept recruiting new drafts from time to time, and 
he hoped they would continue to do so, including Col. 
Moore and others. (Laughter and hear.) Those Socie- 
ties, as had been said, did a lot of good, and he thought 
they might shake hands with themselves and say they 
were all “hail, fellow, well met,” for they had no “ stand- 
offish ” people amongst them, and they had very jolly 
and jovial times together. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. VerNey submitted “The Medical Profession.” 
From his earliest youth, he said, he had been intimately 
associated with members of that profession, and his 
oldest and most valued friend was Dr. Briscoe, who was 
for fifty years house surgeon at the Oxford Infirmary, 
and who was still hearty at the age of 86. They heard 
a great deal about the opposition of medical officers of 
health to the veterinary surgeon, but that was not at 
any rate the case in Oxford, where he was veterinary 
inspector and inspector of meat to the City Corpora- 
tion, and a great friend of the medical officer of health, 
and where he always found the greatest assistance from 
medical men in the way of post-mortems, cultivations 
for microscopical examination, etc. Diseases which 
were communicable from animals to man must, he held, 
be investigated by members of both professions working 
together, and there was now a spirit animating the 
members of both professions which would lead to the 
greatest possible friendship between them in the inves- 
tigation of diseases which interested both. (Hear, hear.) 
He had met Dr. Wilcockson at that table several times, 
when Giles Ayres was yet with them, and he had felt 
very much the death of the litter, because they were 
very old friends. He hoped that on many future occas- 
ions Dr. Wilcockson, whose name he coupled with the 
toast, would be with them. (Applause). 

Dr. Wiicockson, responding, referred to Col. Moore's 
remarks, and said that no doubt in very | seasons the 
surface of the earth became so hard and brittle that 
cow’s teats were scratched, and so became inoculated 
with diphtheritic bacilli, which were strangely persistent. 


Pt. Holmes, of the Bacteriological Institute in India, 


They even harboured on the pencils and indiarubber 
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used by school children. As a manager he visited one 
of the schools in Reading that very morning, and was 
shown a good thing their medical officer of health had 
introduced in the provision of tin cases for each child 
to keep those things in. They all knew now that the 
enemies of bacilli were pure oxygen and dry pure air, 
but the open air treatment was not a specific for tuber- 
culosis, which was no donbt hereditary in some cases. 
The over-crowding of the veterinary profession had been 
touched on, and it was the same in the medical profes- 
sion, and neither of them wanted men who would not 
be an honour to the calling, but men of purely scientitic 
minds, who were no: merely seeking £ s. d. (Hear, 
hear.) Veterinarians had fought their way well in the 
Arwy, and into social position, and he wanted to see 
them peg away at the Universities until they granted 
them the degrees of B.V.M. and D.V.M.—-degrees in 
veterinary medicine—so that they might get their full 
standing. (Applause.) 

In conclusion he observed that, as a silent compli- 
ment to his hosts, he might say he never knew a doctor 
who, at any ra e after an experiment or two, doctored 
his own horses. (Langhter and applause.) 

Mr. Burrers gave “ The Visitors,” which was acknow- 
ledged by Col. Moorsr, and a most pleasant gathering 
closed with “ God Save the King.” 

Song and anecdote were contributed during the even- 
ing by Messrs. Owen, Hanks, Flanagan, P.J. Simpson, 
Stroud, and Dr Wilcockson. 


IRISH CENTRAL 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting took placeon Wednesday evening 
Jan. 30, in the Gresham Hotel, Dublin, the following 
members attending :—Messrs. E. C. Winter, President, 
in the chair; J. F. Healy, Hon. Treas. ; W. Cargill 
Patrick, J. McKenny, W. A. Byrne, and W. Dawson. 

The Hon. Sec. (Mr. P. J. Howard) wired that he 
missed his train connection and could not get to Dublin 
in time for the meeting. Apologies were also received 
from Messrs. M. Hedley and J. J. Vahey. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


It was proposed by Mr. McKenny, and seconded by 
Mr. Byrne, that the existing officers be re-elected.— 
Carried unanimously. Accordingly the officers for the 
ensuing season remain as follows : 

President.—Mr. F. C. Winter, Limerick. 

Hon. Treas.---Mr. J. F. Healy, Midleton. 

Hon. See.—Mr. P. J. Howard, Ennis. 

Countil.—Messrs. M.J. Cleary, W. A. Byrne, J. Daw- 
son, J. W. Nolans, B. P. J. Mahony, and J. McKenny. 


BALANCE SHEET. 


The Hon. Treas. presented his financial statement 
showing a balance in hand of £15 19s. 6d. 

As a number of members were in «rrear to various 
amounts, Mr. McKenny proposed, and Mr. W. A. Byrne 
seconded——“‘ That the Hon. Treasurer be instructed to 
get a strong circular printed and sent to each member 
whose subscription is outstanding.”—Carried. 

It was also suggested that when sending out the 
notices for the meetings, a memo. shonld be added show- 
ing amonnt of subscriptions due—if any. This would 
let the outstanding members know their exact indebted- 
ness, and facilitate the Hon. Treasurer’s duties. 

Messrs. McKenny and Byrne were appointed to andit 
the accounts, and have their report ready for the next 
meeting. 

Mr. ByRNE proposed a vote of thanks to the officers 
for their work during the past year on behalf of the 
Association, which was seconded by Mr. McKenny, and 


carried ; and Messrs. Winter and Healy suitably acknow- 
ledged. He also pointed out that the list of their 
officers was inaccurately inserted in Zhe Veterinary 
Record, and suggested that a corrected list should be 
forwarded to the Editor for insertion, as it cast a slur 
upon their Association as the matter stood.—-Mr. Winter 
undertook to have it seen to. ; 


Tue “Joun FREEMAN” MEMORIAL FunpD. 


Mr. Winter informed the meeting that the balance 
to credit of this fund now stood at £193 18s. 4d., of 
of which £58 9s. 7d. had been lodged to credit of the 
fund by Mr. Finlay Kerr. As Hon. Treasurer he had 
made several attempts to get the fund wound np, but 
had failed so far, and he intended lay the matter before 
the other Association next evening. It was ancient 
history all that had occurred in connection with the 
fund, and he would not like to re-open old sores. The 
affair had now been going on since 1902. 

Mr. Byrne thought the next step should be to deter- 
mine what form the memorial should take. A meeting 
of the subscribers should be called, and let them decide. 
Mr Freeman’s family should also be consulted as to 
their wishes in the matter. 

Mr. WINTER explained that he was only treasurer ; 
Mr. Kerr was Secretary, and, as well as he could re- 
member, the chairman of the fund was Prof. Mettam. 
They, the L.C V.A., could take no action that evening: 
they could only mention the matter. As to calling a 
large meeting—as Mr. Byrne had suggested—-he could 
not do so. The matter had been made unpleasant to 
him from start to finish: and it now seemed to have 
been left to die an unnatural death. 

Mr. Byrne thought such a large sum of money could 
hardly die: it was very lively. 

Mr. McKenny thonght it would be very difficult to 
get a big meeting, and suggested the plan of having 
votes by proxy. 

After some further discussion it was proposed by Mr. 
Byrne and seconded by Mr. Cargill Patrick : “In p:esent 
position of the “ John Freeman Memorial Fund ” having 
been mentioned at this meeting of the Irish Central 
Veterinary Association, it is resolved that the Committee 
of the fund be called upon to summon a meeting of the 
subscribers on some generally convenient date, at which 
the form the memorial is to take shall be decided on ; 
and this meeting is of opinion that the matter should be 
brought to a speedy close.”—Carried. 

Mr. Byrne thought the date of the meeting could be 
fixed next evening : perhaps Punchestown week woul 
be a good time. 

Mr. Winter, referring to the proposed deputation to 
wait on the Vice-President of the Department of Agtl- 
culture with reference to the grievances of local authority 
inspectors. thought the matter should be discussed at the 
coming meeting of the V.M.A.I. Some were in favour 
of it: some were not: he knew the Limerick men were 
against the suggestion. Some seemed to think it mg t 
do more harm than good by upsetting existing contracts. 
He himself thonght it would do good, but it was for the 
Joint Committee to decide. He also brought before t : 
meeting the question of certain chemists describing 
themselves as “ Veterinary Chemists,” and related the 
correspondence he had with a firm in Limerick who 
consvlting their legal adviser refused to alter their adver 
tisements, as th:y considered they were acting wit)!” 
their rights, so he had to let the matter drop. |, 

Mr. Byrne regretted that the London Council = 
not doing their work as they should. They and t a 
Solicitor were a lot of old fogies and behind the, — - 
and they should not let the law of the land remain : 
empowers chemists to use the word “ Veterinary 


part of their title. It was a legal fraud. jap 


blood should be infused into the Council s jjbers- 
away withjthe lethargy at present ruling their deli 
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tions. For a beginning all the Professors should be 
banished ; they did nothing but discuss examinations 
and so on. Meanwhile country practitioners were 
being starved by unwarranted competition, and they 
don’t stir hand or foot to help them. 

Mr. HeEaty feared that betore long there wou!d be 
a revolution in the profession, and they would have 
three or four Universities dispensing veterinary di- 
plomas if matters were allowed to go on as they were 
tending. 


SURGICAL CASES. 
By W. Patrick, F.R.C.V.S., Mullingar. 


FRACTURE OF THE INFERIOR MAXILLA FOLLOWED BY 
STRANGLES. 


The subject was a three-year-old well bred colt, off 
his feed, and showing a good deal of wedematons swel- 
ling in the submaxillary space and along the lower sur- 
face of the jaws as far forward as the interdental space. 
There was general dullness and profuse salivation. 

Strangles being prevalent in the neighbourhood, the 
owner suspected this was the cause of trouble, and was 
anxious to know exactly, so as to isolate the anima! 
from his other horses, and adopt the usual precautions 
necessary at the advent of any infectious disease. 

As the swelling above meutioned was rather diffuse 
and doughy to the feel, with absence of nasal conges- 
tion or discharge, throat symptoms, or other complica- 
tions, and with no elevation of temperature present, | 
could not bring myself to think that we had a case of 
strangles to deal with at ali. Accordingly [I began to 
look about for some other cause, when on carefully 
examining the mouth found the lower jaw had _ beeu 
partially fractured in front of the premolar of left or 
near side, ¢.e., the diastema or interdental space, which 
on enquiry proved to have been caused by the mouthing 
bit a few days previously. It had been caught in either 
the door or rack, as the bridle was found broken then, 
but no other damage was suspected. 

The mouth was kept thoroughly douched with anti- 
septics daily, and a mouth wash applied of weak hydro- 
chloric acid to assist removal of injured portion of bone, 
and the animal kept on soft feeding. 

Instructions were left to acquaint me should recovery 

delayed in any way, and accordingly I was sent for 
about three weeks later to attend the same animal, as it 
was then a typical case of strangles, several abscesses 
having formed and discharged since my previous visit, 
and all the other symptoms showing as well. Three 
more abscesses were lanced and a fairly large piece of 
hecrosed bone removed from the seat of injury, and the 
case made an uninterrupted recovery. 
‘ This case is only a very ordinary one I admit, and for 
at reason is iustructive, as showing the necessity for 
whee yo and careful examination even where well- 
— or characteristic symptoms are present. One 
a pee have diagnosed strangles in the first instance 
the ab Q perfectly satistied with such a diagnosis when 
abscesses matured, but the prognosis might have 
ee what difficult to reconcile with the facts, es- 
Ft sho ® hen the portion of necrosed bone was found. 
avoid = bs upon us that great care is necessary to 
ion a asymptom with the disease, or vice 
infection ere is no doubt, in my opinion, that strangles 
pe to the jaw injury in this case, 
question cess to the system through the wound in 
THICKENED TENDONS. 


subject was a lady’ 
th a lady’s huntress, with thickening of 
¢ flexor perforatus tendon below the knee, somewhat 


ow 
er than where the check ligament joins the perforans, 


satisfactory further advice was asked, but no operation 
was undertaken until I was called in to treat the mare 
for another ailment, nearly a year after date of injury, 
and my opinion was asked also on the leg in question, 
when I suggested the presence of a foreign body, and the 
necessity for operation. 

The mare was duly cast and operated upon, when a 
small thorn was found embedded in. the tendon, and 
removed. The wound was dressed with weak Iodine 
solution, then sutured, and treated in the ordinary way, 
without further trouble. Thisis another instance where 
asymptom had been confounded with the cause. 


An Unusuat CasrE or CHOKING IN A Cow. 


A cross-bred cow, supposed to have something in her 
throat, and showing all the symptoms of choking, but 
on passing the probang it was arrested about the entrance 
to the thorax, though nothing in the shape of a turnip 
or otber bard substance could be detected. It was, 
therefore, decided to dilate the «esophagus anterior to 
the obstruction, and thus facilitate the passage of the 
probang. This was done by fitting a large ball of wool, 
covered with chamois leather, and tying it on to the cup 
end of the probang, tl.us enabling us to exercise consider- 
able pressure without risk of injury to the cesophageal 
tube. After a good deal of manipulation, the instrument 
was safely passed intu the stomach, but on withdrawing 
it the same difficulty wos experienced in attempting to 
re-pass it, so we concluded that it was due to some ex- 
ternal pressure causing a valve-like stenosis of the tube, 
and being inoperable, I advised slanghter. After events 
proved this to be quite un-necessary, as the owner in- 
formed me that the cow was found dead next morning 
in her stall. Unfortunately, I had not time to go and 
make a post mortem, but a large swelling or growth was 
described as pressing on the “tube,” which | concluded 
must have been an enlarged lymphatic gland, which lies 
on the esophagus bet ween the layers of the mediastinum. 
I am at a loss to account for her sudden death, as there 
was no injury to the cesophagus whatsoever. I may 
mention that auscultation of the chest revealed nothing 
abnormal, neither was the temperature any guide to us 
in the way of anticipating such sudden death. 


AMPUTATION OF THE PENIS, FOLLOWED BY TETANUS. 


This patient was an aged gelding, castrated six months 
previously. He was suffering from paralysis of the 
penis, engorgement and induration of the organ, and 
warty growths on its surface, affecting the anterior third. 
We decided to amputate, the method of procedure 
adopted being that described by Moller in Dollar’s Re- 
gional Surgery, Vol 11. 

The case progressed satisfactorily for three weeks, 
when he began to show symptoms of colic, notwith- 
standing the fact that bowels and kidneys were acting 
regularly, and there was no chest trouble present. Seda- 
tives were administered, but the pain continued for 
several hours, and we had a well-marked case of tetanus 
to deal with towards evening, all the symptoms appear- 
ing without any premonitory warning. He was put into 
a quiet, dark box, and slung, the usual sedatives being 
given, both in electuary and hypodermic form, and Pot. 
lod. intra-tracheally, as well as rectal injections of Gly- 
cerine, Hydrarg perchlor., Carbolic acid and water. This 
sounds very much like “killing the case with kindness 
or giving it too much treatment and attention, but the 
case was making a good recovery, and even at daily 
exercise, when I was unfertanstely obliged to take the 
slings for a more valnable animal and let this patient 
take his chance. The result was that the horse got 
down during the night, as we anticipated, and died in a 
few hours, Our only consolation was that the case of 
thickened tendons (see ante), who got the slings, did 


a 
"ae Lor which the mare had been treated and fired, asa 
nh, by another practitioner. This not proving 


well. The information hereby gained is that slings are 
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a very useful and necessary adjunct in the treatment of 
tetanus, though many hold a contrary view. 


VENTRAL HERNIA, OPERATION.-—lRRITATING BURIED 
SuTuRES AND ReE-oPERATION; TETANUS SUPER- 
VENING. 


A small pony yearling, showing acute abdominal 
pain, the body was bathed in perspiration, and the 
animal rolling in his box or pawing incessantly. Ex- 
amination revealed strangulation of a-large hernia in 
the flank, caused by a cow a few days previously, but no 
serious notice was taken of the injury by owner, as no 
acute symptoms developed until the third day after the 
accident. The hernia was reduced, and the radical 
operation decided upon, but as the hour was midnight 
and the dwelling a most insanitary one we resolved to 
fix the parts with a large sheet, which was done, then 
operate next day, leaving a man in charge overnight, 
during which time no untoward symptoms were 
shown. 

On the following day the animal was cast and chloro- 
formed and the hernia cut down upon, when at least a 
gallon of inflammatory exudate escaped from the wound 
which was fairly large, z.e. the rent or tear in abdominal 
wall measuring eight inches by four inches approxi- 
mately. The abdominal wall or muscle was drawn to- 
gether by a continuous suture of silk which had been 
previously boiled ; and the skin wound was fixed by 
multiple ligation. Beyond the usual antiseptic treat- 
ment nothing further was deemed necessary, as the parts 
appeared quite healthy with the exception of lower end 
of wound where a sinus formed, caused by the buried 
suture. 

As the sinus continued to discharge and weakening of 
the abdominal wall was taking place-—_that would be 
some seven or eight months later, as the animal had been 
sent to grass and more or less forgotten—the pony was 
put down again and the irritant suture removed, a fresh 
one being substituted of the same material. Asa sequel 
to this operation the patient had a bad attack of pneu- 
monia which we attributed to the chloroform. I may 
mention the operation was in September, and did not 
last over half an hour altogether. However, a good 
recovery was made so far as the complication was con- 
cerned, but again the silk suture gave rise to trouble, 
and a third operation was performed at least six months 
later, when we decided to use carbolised catgut as the 
suture material, but I regret to say no practical deduc- 
tions could be made on this point, as unfortunately the 
patient developed tetanus on the fifth day and died on 
the ninth. 

I bring forward this case as showing how tolerant the 
peritoneum is of handling when strict antiseptic precau- 
tions are observed, also how unsatisfactory silk sutures 
have proved in my hands in several similar cases. 

The tetanus infection was inexplicable to me, as 
thorough antisepticism was practised, but I may mention 
the owner informed me that the pony had been allowed 
to lie down on the wounded side the night previous to 
the sympoms of tetanus appearing. If we come to the 
conclusion that infection took place then, the question 
arises, how soon after infection do tetanus symptoms 


— 

he case noted previous to this died from tetanus 
also, no premonitory ig oy being observable ; this 
being an indoor patient I am confident on that point, 
and tetanus was well marked as soon as the colicky 
symptoms disappeared. I may also rrention that the 
two cases were operated upon in different places and at 
different times. 


LUXATION OF THE PERFORATUS TENDON. 


A thoroughbred yearling was found in the field with 
perforatus tendon luxated, and lying half way down in- 
side of hock with consequent inability to use the limb. 


Being a valuable animal I decided to get the tendon 
back into position, which was easily done, then suture it 
there through the skin, tying the ends of ligatures out- 
side with a pad of soft material between the skin and 
sutures so as to prevent the latter from cutting through 
too quickly. I then bandaged the parts, when repair 
took place rapidly and satisfactorily. Beyond a thicken- 
ing on the point of the hock there is very little to show 
that such an injury had occurred. ndaging this 

articular region, and for this lesion, I consider can only 
Se done very imperfectly and with unsatisfactory_results 
unless the tendon is fixed by sutures as well. 


Discussion. 


Mr. WINTER said it was very kind of Mr. Patrick to 
comply with his request, and in filling the gap, to pre- 
sent such an instructive paper. 

Mr. McKenny thought they should all be very much 
interested in the cases described by Mr. Patrick, and he 
certainly agreed with what had been done. For some 
time past he had been using poroplastic felt in extensive 
wounds. Last June an animal met with an accident — 
ran away and jumped a stone wall, struck the top and 
got a cut from the pastern to the knee. The front of the 
leg was cut clean and the bone was scraped, a flap of 
skin was lying back, you could see the whole of the 
tissues underneath, and the tendons and artery were ex- 
posed. The owner sent for him, he washed the wound 
well, using disinfectants, stitched it up, but could not get 
it into its normal position as a good deal of swelling had 
taken place. He gota piece of poroplastic, and having 
softened it in hot water put it round the leg, only leaving 
the lips of the wound open to be dressed, put a bandage 
over, only removed the latter for cleansing with a dis- 
infectant lotion—Jeyes’ fluid in water. Now you could 
only see a scratch down along the leg. 

In ancther case of an abdominal wound—not a punc- 
ture, only a skin wound—he had also used the poro- 
plastic, modelled it to the wound and covered with a 
bandage held with safety pins. When moulded the felt 
was very hard and gave great support. Cases of hernia 
he had also treated similarly and the wound had come 
together. Rubber treated with tincture of benzoin was a 
good substitute when the felt was not available ; leather 
was not so good. 

As regards the fractured submaxillary—some time be- 
fore he had been called in to see a similar case. The 
swelling had a doughy feeling, as described by Mr. 
Patrick, but he did not deserve much credit for the 
diagnosis in that case, for he at once felt something hard 
which he identified asa piece of wire, pulled it out, and 
of course recovery was rapid. The wire went from the 
mouth right through, and it was in the narrow portion 
further down—in the intermaxillary space about opp? 
site to the artery. 

Mr. ByRNE expressed indebtedness to Mr. Patrick for 
his exceedingly interesting notes. He could not see that 
any criticism was called for. With reference to the case 0 
fracture of the maxilla, he admired the very careful an 
conscientious way in which Mr. Patrick appeared tomake 
his examinations. Others might have been content wit 
a casual examination and adopted routine treatment, 
but it would lead to being brought to task by the owner 
when he found the diagnosis was wrong. They shou 
be very careful in diagnosing those seemingly trv! 
cases. ‘The case of thickening of the flexor tendon 
seemed to be unusual. It seemed no matter had form ” 
and that there was no heat or other characteristic syP 
tom. At the commencement it might have been + 
taken for localised rupture of the sheath of the tendo”. 
It seemed extraordinary that there were no local ar ‘ 
toms sufficiently serious to centre attention 
possibility of there being some foreign body em a 
in the tendon. He would like to have one of those 
occasionally. 
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A feature of interest in the case of paralysis of the 

nis is also common to cases of colic and h: rnia, when 
ockjaw supervened in a short period after operation. 
The point of interest was of course the uncert-inty as to 
the length of time the Bacillus tetani was in the 
system before thesymptoms appeared. No definite data 
could be laid down as to the time it takes for the toxin 
to develop after the organism has gained access to the 
system. The more they knew abont lockjaw the more 
incomprehensible it seemed as to where the organism 
came from. He had three or four cases within the past 
six months, and the most careful research failed to dis- 
close any previous case or any cause for the disease to 
appear. There was no doubt the infection might take 
place from the bowel. He had two cases of lockjaw 
after operation though every possible precaution had 
been taken to avoid the possibility of any contamina- 
tion of the wound. It was very difficult for veterinary 

ractitioners to prevent contamination as animals must 
lie down, and the possibility of infection was always 
present. 

He also hid a large hernia that year, similar to Mr. 
Patrick’s case but much larger. He drew the abdominal 
walltogether after operation in quitea radical way ; put 
on a large specially made clamp, immediatoly afterwards 
the yearling was let out to the field and taken in regu- 
larly to be dressed—-an antiseptic lotion being syringed 
over the whole surface of clamp and wound, and then 
left on the grass until the clamp had almost separated 
away from the wound. However, one day, notwith- 
standing he had a wound on him, the colt got quite wild 
and it took three men t» hold him. He went to inves- 
tigate the condition the clamps were in and the animal 
Jumped, and plunged, and wriggled, and before he 
could satisfy himself as to whether the clamps had got 
louse or not the whole of the little animal’s bowels were 
on the floor and he had to shoot him. The wound had 
been healing up nicely and if left alone he might have 
got right without further operation. An aluminium 
clamp would hardly do in that case as weight or size of 
the clamp did not matter in bis opinion, it was the 
exertion that caused the mischief. _ 

He would reiterate the thanks to Mr. Patrick for his 
useful paper. Notes such as those based on experience 
of practical work, were invariably more helpful and 
always elicited a better discussion than the ordinary 
essays copied principally out of text-books. 

Mr. HEALY votes agreed with the last speaker. 

paper of that type was much better than a more 
abstruse one, and Mr. Hunting’s advice in The Veterinary 
Record each week about cases recorded was sound ad- 
vice. He would like to ask Mr. Patrick as to the am- 
putation of penis, in what way he connected the urethral 
tissue with the others. 

Mr. Parrick explained that he cut to the catheter, 
aking a V-shape incision, and stitched it back to the 
tissues. Urination was quite free, and there was no 
adhesion whatever, 

* - HEaty quoted the case of a good-looking mare he 
. got down rom Cork, which had a thickening around 
tr Save which had been fired and blistered and 
~y @ internally in every possible way. She would 
the a on the far leg. Treatment was no use at all. 
oe were hardened and callous—in fact you could 
oft y cut through them—and there was no movement 
fe joint. However, he found just inside the two 

Samoids the neck of a barbed wire as perfect as could 
it — Tissue had gathered round and meshed 
well. weed extraction and rest, the mare got on very 

should i owed that in the case of hunting wounds they 

always explore very carefully for any foreign 

> het had a case of tetanus not long before—in a 
dime = red mare. Was worked up to a Saturday 
me took her feed all right on that night, went to 

n Sunday morning, and was tetanised at 6 o’clock 


that evening: got down on the following Tuesday morn- 
ing and had to be destroyed. The owner could give him 
no clue as to the cause of the tetanus. However, he 
asked the attendant was their anything wrong with her 
shoes, and he replied that the mare hada little gathering 
in her foot three weeks before. Cutting the skin of the 
leg, he found half a wineglassful of black pus, which had 
involuted itself all round without making any exit. It 
was wonderful the quick onset of tetanus. In that case 
he noticed that all along the leg the blood vessels had a 
dark bluish tint. 

Mr. Dawson had not much to add, except to thank 
Mr. Patrick with the other members for his contribution, 
from which he had learned a good deal. He wished to 
know, as regards the broken jaw, whether it was a case 
of fracture of the jaw va only damage to the bones ? 

The essayist explained that a piece was chipped off ; it 
was a partial fracture. 

Three or four weeks before he had a similar case where 
there wasa good deal of swelling both outside and inside 
the mouth. Mr. Patrick seemed to have trouble with 
silk sutures as buried sutures. There was one case in 
which he had removed a large stone from the bladder 
some years ago, and some of the sutures were there still, 
a sinus having formed. 

He had a rather peculiar case about two months 
before, in a horse, lame in the near hind leg, with a 
swelling immediately below the patella, and the hock 
joint painful. Ordered the usual treatwent—-fomenta- 
tions, ete. Asked if there was any chance of it having 
been kicked by another horse, but could get no informa- 
tion. He had still an idea that the bone was broken, 
and was not satisfied with the treatment. The horse 
was sent in to him, and he found that there was a frac- 
ture of the tibia. As to tetanus, and the time it occurs 
after a wound, he had a case in a kid that one of his 
youngsters got a present of. He castrated it, and did not 
bother to take any special precautions. The kid devel- 
oped tetanus and died in a few hours—inside three days 
after the operation. 

Mr. WINTER said that a description of surgical and 
clinical cases such as Mr. Patrick had been good enough 
to compile for them from his own experience, was always 
preferable to a theoretical essay, and provoked a much 
better discussion. Those who were absent suffered a 
great loss in not having the benetit of hearing such a 
paper read, and profiting by the remarks of the other 
members. 

One of Mr. Patrick’s cases he thought must have been 
intussusception of the cesophagus. He had had a simi- 
lar case and had confirmed his belief on obtaining the 
cesophagus after death. It had been treated for conges- 
tion of the lungs and for a pharyngeal abscess, which, 
however, did not exist. He got the vesophagus exam- 
ined and sent it to Professor Mettam, who had it photo- 
graphed. There was a soft swelling close to the en- 
trance of the chest wall, which might easily escape 
notice, which in his opinion was subsequently the cause 
* — and not want of deglutition or inability to chew 
the cud. 

As to errors in diagnosis, the practitioner who boasts 
that he has never made any errors in diagnosis is a liar 
or something worse. Their examinations cannot always 
be perfectly made, and it is impossible to invariably 
make a correct diagnosis or prognosis. It is always 
judicious in case of doubt to suggest a consultation. He 
elieved that in very many cases of hunting accidents 
foreign bodies were present, and careful search should be 
made for them. It was not possible to use the X rays 
as the horse could not be got to remain still enough. 
Even when chloroformed the position of the body will 
cause motion through breathing. As regards tetanus 
he believed the period of incubation was usually about 


three weeks, and he had seldom known it less. For lock- 
jaw he did not think anti-tetanus serum was worth a 
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box of matches as a curative agent, but it was wise to 
inject as a preventive. He recalled the case of a 
ral colt by Desmond which had strangulated 
scrotal hernia. It was not really his case, as another 
practitioner had been with it, who, however, had done 
practically nothing. The owner sent for him and he 
went and took his assi-tant, there were also three medi- 
cal men present. He cast the animal and performed a 
radical operation under proper antiseptic precautions, 
though his medical friends thought such an operation 
was impossible. The colt got up after a fortnight, and 
he castrated him as well, poate | up the wound in the 
inguinal canal (which was a mythical canal so far as he 
was concerned.) Some weeks afterwards he had him 
out at grass. The owner called him “ Winter’s Wonder.” 
He told the owner the colt had tetanus. Three weeks 
afterwards he died. They put a horse in the box where 
he had been kept six months after, and that animal also 
got tetanus and died. They did not use that box now 
or horses. 

He had two or three cases of amputation of the penis, 
and had adopted the same measures as described by Mr. 
Patrick. He believed that if paralysis occurs after cas- 
tration it is due to some injury of the nerve, and he 
thought it wasasub-acute form of tetanus. He did not 
believe that tetanus occurred without some premonitory 
symptoms, and not usually in a less period hes three or 
four weeks, and he did not consider it occurred idio- 
pathically. It arose owing to a piece of wire, a nail, or 
something like that. They could overdo treating for 
tetanus, and the less fuss they made the better. The 
first thing was to find the seat of the wound, open it, 
take away any causal agent, dress the part, and then 
keep the animal absolutely quiet. He had to thank 
Mr. Patrick very cordially for giving them such an 
excellent paper. 


Mr. McKenny, speaking with reference to the ques- 
tion of absolute quiet, said that some people imagined 
that to put a horse that was accustomed to being kept 
with pt into a box by itself in a corner of a field was 
securing the ideal quietness for it. That was altogether 
wrong. The best way was to put a quiet horse with 
him, not to isolate him. With reference to the amputa- 
tion of the penis, Mr. Patrick had not sufficiently ex- 
plained how he kept the penis in position and secured it 
from slipping away. 

Mr. Patrick used a loop of tape and had a tourniquet 
behind as well. He thanked them for the kind things 
they had said of the paper and his efforts to put the 
cases before them, but was sorry there was not a better 
attendance of members. He always profited very much 
by criticism, and by hearing the experiences of his fellow 
practitioners which were elicited on occasions like that 
one The case of paralysis of the penis in the horse was, 
he thought, largely due to inflammation of the nerve 
succeeding castration. The swelling caused pressure on 
the nerve, subsequent atrophy, and absorption of nerve 
tissue. He would like to thank them again for the very 
kind manner in which they had received the paper that 
evening. 

Mr. WINTER said their next meeting would take place 
in Cork, during the show week: and Mr. Byrne—who 
was as ready with his pen as his tongue—had promised 
to read a paper on that occasion. 


CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF RETURNS— 
Parasitic MANGE, IN IRELAND. 
1907 1906 1905 1904 
Outbreaks in January 16 6 19 18 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


H Giancers abies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases Sheep Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-] Out- | Slaugh- 
breaks| mals. freaks mals. [breaks] mals. Dogs. | Other beat breaks. | tered 
Gr.BRITAIN. Week ended Feb. 9 19 22 14 | 26 ed Re 39 47 162 
1906 .. 19 33 18 | 29 27 17 132 
( orresponding week in {1905 ..}| 25 37 28 51 61 a) 40 
1904 ..] 15 | 28 23 | 55 27 184 
otal for 6 weeks, 1906 | 106 136 110 215 221 957 
1906 .. | 163 143 145 252 152 113 524 
( orresponding period in {1905 .. | 127 212 147 = 270 318 63 218 
1904 .. | 124 170 148331 596 168 1044 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 12. 1907. 
IRELAND. Week ended Feb. 2 wf 5 | 9 
1906... 1 14 |. 
Corresponding Week in { 1905 oe es 1 1 21 9 
isa 1904 53 7 73 
Total for 5 weeks, 1907 65 | 21 316 
Correspondin riod in 1905 .. 3 5 96 1 
ee 1904 .. 1 1 162 23 310 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 7, 1907. 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposec to Infectio2, 
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THE SLEEPING SICKNESS IN UGANDA. 
ENTEBBE, UGanpa, Dec. 1906. 


The Commissioner of Uganda is making vigorous 
efforts to deal with sleeping sickness, and radical meas- 
ures are being taken. It has been conclusively proved 
that the tsetse fly is the main, if not the only, means by 
which the disease can be transmitted. Accordingly all 
persons suffering from sleeping sickness are being re- 
moved from the fly-infested districts along the lake 
shore and placed in specially organised camps or settle- 
ments inland, where they will he under medical care and 
be treated with atoxyl Although the disease appears 
to be on the decrease, the mortality is still appalling, and 
the number of persons required to be dealt with is very 
large. It is proposed to create ten sleeping sickness set- 
tlex.ents in the kingdom of Uganda, and it is expected 
that provision will have to be made in each case for «t 
least 2,000 sufferers with their families. Only those who 
are destitute will be m-intained at the cost of the Gov- 
ernment, but the expense under this head will, in any 
case, be considerable. It is estimated that an expendi- 
of nearly £30,000, spread over three years, will be re- 
quired in this connection. 

Not only are all diseased persons being removed from 
the viginity of the lake shore, but also those who do not 
so far show signs of infection. The chiefs are being 
required to transfer their tenants from the neighbonr- 
hood of the lake to estates which they possess inland 
that are free from tsetse flies. 1t is hoped that by these 
measures the dreaded fly wil! be unable to continue to 
transmit the disease from sick persons to healthy ones. 
and that the insects will gradually become as harmless 
as they were before the introduction of sleeping sickness 
into the country. The regents and chiefs of Uganda are 
loyally assisting the Government in its efforts to stamp 
out the disease. 

Special arrangements are being made to eliminate all 
danger from the European settlements at Entebbe and 
Jinja. All vegetation capable of harbouring tsetse flies 
isb ing entirely removed, and the measures already taken 
in this direction have proved so efficacious th +t it is now 
impossible to find a single flyin Entebbe. The great cost 
of clearing, however, prevents the wholesale denudation 
of the lake shore.—The Times. 


OPSONINS AND THEIR UTILITY. 
By Herspert Frencn, M.A., M.D., Oxon., 
Assistant Physician, Guy’s Hospital. 


I do not wish it to be supposed that what I have here to 
say about opsonins and the question of vaccine treatment 
of certain diseases is any original work of my own; the 
credit of the work belongs to Koch, Behring, Wright, 

ulloch, Eyre, Lonisson, and a host of other workers. 
It is to Sir A. E. Wright that our present knowledge of 
Opsonins is mainly due. 


Wuat Opsonins ARE. 
The white corpuscles of the blood can be kept alive 


outside the body ; experiments can therefore be made 
with living leucocytes in test tubes and so on. Under 
the microscope the great Professor Metchnikoff watched 
such leucocytes engulfing or swallowing up bacteria by a 
| ame which we all know by the name “ phagocytosis.” 
agocytosis is at the bottom of all estimations of the 
psonic index, 
P pe me confine myself for the present to the phago- 
Ylosis of tubercle bacilli. If living leucocytes in a test 


san before the Meeting of the Tunbridge Wells and 
Mg bouring Divisions of the British Medical Association. 


tube be incnbated at body temperature along with a 
number of tubercle bacilli obtained from a cultivation of 
these organisms, a film can be made of the leucocytes 
upon a microscope slide, stained appropriately by the 
Ziehl-Nielsen method for tubercle bacilli, and examined 
under a microscope with a 1-12th in. oil immersion Jens. 
It will be found that many of the tubercle bacilli are 
now inside the leucocytes, having been, so to speak, 
eaten by them. The number thus eaten up by 100 
leucocytes can be counted. We shall all agree that the 
larger the number of tubercle bacilli taken up by 100 
lencovytes in this way in a given time, the greater is the 
o_o power of those leucocytes for the tubercle 
acilli in question. For instance, granted that the 
same cultivation of tubercle bacilli be used in each 
case, and that the time and temperature of incubation 
be the same, if it be found that one set of leucocytes en- 
gulf 100 tubercle bacilli per 100 lencocytes, and another 
set engulf 200 tubercle bacilli per 100 leucocytes, then 
the phagocytic power in the latter case is twice that in 
the former. 

The next question is, what are the factors which cause 
variations in the phagocytic power of leucocytes? There 
are, of course, many factors—-such as the temperature of 
the incubator, the freshness of the leucocytes, the viru- 
lence of the tubercle bacilli, and soon. We do not need 
to consider all these. 


If I were to obtain one set of quite fresh leucocytes 
from my own blood, and another set of quite fresh leuco- 
cytes from a phthisical patient’s blood, and some blood 
serum from a healthy third person, and were then to 
prepare two test tubes, putting into each the same 
amount of the same culture of tubercle bacilli, and the 
same quantities of the serum, and then added my leuco- 
cytes to the one, and the phthisical patient’s leucocytes 
to the other, and if after incubating the two for the 
same length of time I prepared films, and counted the 
tubercle bacilli taken up by 100 of each of our leuco- 
cytes, I should find that the phthisical patient’s leuco- 
cytes and my leucocytes would have taken up almost 
exactly equal numbers of bacilli—that is to say, leuco- 
cytes from different human sources, mixed with the 
same blood serum, have approximately equal phagocytic 
powers for a given microbe. 


II. 


The next step is almost the converse of the preceding. 
If I were to prepare some quite fresh leucocytes from 
the blood of the healthy third person, and some serum 
from my own blood and some sernm from the phthisical 
patient’s blood, and were then to prepare two test tubes, 
putting into each the same amount of the same culture 
of tubercle bacilli. and the same quantity of the third 
person’s leucocytes to each, and then added my serum to 
the one and the phthisical patient’s serum to the other ; 
and if, after incubating the two for the same length of 
time, I should again prepare films, and count the 
tubercle bacilli taken up by 100 of the third person’s 
leucocytes in each tube, then if the phthisical patient 
were fairly ill, [ should find that though the leucocytes 
were in each case from the same healthy source, they 
would have taken up far more tubercle bacilli when 
mixed with my serum than when mixed with the 
phthisical patient’s serum. 
It will be seen from the two series of experiments that 
the phagocytic power of human leucocytes depends ve 
little upon the leucocytes themselves, but very muc 
upon the blood serum in which those leucocytes are. 
The something in the serum which inflnences the phago- 
cytic power of the leucocytes has not been isolated, and 
how it influences phagocytosis is uncertain. It is 
thonght that the serum contains substances which act 


upon the bacteria, rendering them more easily eaten by 
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the leucocytes. These substances are the opsonins, a 
name derived from Greek words which mean “ prepared 
for being eaten.” 

THe Opsonic INDEX. 


My next duty is to explain what is meant by the 
opsonic index. Indirectly I have already done so, but 
’ I willdescribe an imaginary case. Suppose I wished to 
estimate my own opsonic index to tubercle bacilli. I 
should prepare blood serum from myself, obtain some 
blood serum from another person known to be healthy, 
some fresh leucocytes nu matter from whom, and a 
culture of tubercle bacilli. I should prepare two test 
tubes— 

Putting into the first : 

Leucocytes, 
Some of the tubercle bacilli, 
And my serum. 
And into the second : 
An equal quantity of the leucocytes, 
An equal quantity of the tubercle bacilli, 
The serum of a healthy person. 

I should then incubate both test tubes at the same 
temperature, preferably body heat, and each for the 
same length of time. It does not much matter how 
long the incubation is, provided it be the same for my 
test tube as for the control. I should then make films 
from each test tnbe, and count the bacteria engulfed by 
an equal number of leucocytes in each. If in what I 
call * my” tube 100 leucocytes had taken up 150 tubercle 
bacilli, and in the control tube 100 leucocytes had taken 
up, say, 300, my opsonic index to tubercle bacille would 
be 150/300, or 0.5. The opsonic index is, in other 
words, the ratio of the bacilli engulfed by leucocytes in- 
cubated in the patient’s serum to those engulfed by an 
equal number of, leucocytes incubated under similar cir- 
cumstances in healthy serum. 

The estimation of an opsonic index takes time, tliree 
to four hours even in a bacteriological laboratory ; but 
when many can be carried on simultaneously, it does not 
take a great deal longer to do several. I will explain all 
that is necessary to be done by the medical man him- 
self. He needs a small glass bulb, with open capillary 
ends. A simple Widal tube is as good as any, and the 
method of getting the small quantity of blood required 
is precisely similar to that we are constantly using for 
the Widal test in typhoid fever. The lobule of the ear 
is reddened by rapid friction ; it is then sharply pricked 
with a surgical needle. The capillary end of the Widal 
tube is held to the drop of blood that comes, and by 
simple gravity and capillary attraction, without suction, 
the tube is filled at the one end, care being taken not to 
let the blood run down to the other. Both ends are 
sealed off in a flame, the clear end first, and the tube 
left horizontal for about twenty minutes. The blood 
will then have completely clotted, and serum from the 
clot, almost free from corpuscles, will run down into the 
free end when the tube is inverted. The tube is put 
back into its case, placed in an envelope, and posted to 
the laboratory. The medical man has finished his share 
-of the work. The next day or the day after the report 
comes back saying that the opsonic index to such and 
such an organism is so-and-so. 


Various OPSsoNINS. 


Each blood serum contains many different opsonins— 
one variety foreach sort of microbe. For example, the 
opsonic index of a given serum may be estimated against 
tubercle bacilli, staphylococci, gonococci, streptococci, 
and so on, by incubation with these different organisms 
respectively, and it does not follow that the opsonic 
index of a given serum will be high to staphylococci 
because it happens to be high to tubercle biacilli, and so 
on. It is necessary to specify the particular organism 


against which the opsonic index is to be estimated in 
each individual case. 


DraGNostic VALUE oF Opsonic INDEX (1). 


In the case of tubercle bacilli, the opsonic indices of a 
series of healthy individuals may vary from 0'8 to 1°2, or 
thereabouts, but in tuberculous patients the index may 
be as low as 0°3 or as high as 1°8 or even higher. The 
estimation, therefore, may be of considerable diagnostic 
value in cases where there is doubt as to whether the 
lesion is tuberculous or not. If the index is below 07 
or above 1°3, the argument will be in favour of tubercle, 
the resisting power of the patient being low in the first 
case, high in the second. 


THe EFrects oF VACCINES UPON THE Opsonic [NpEx 
AND THE PRINCIPLES OF VACCINE TREATMENT IN 
DISEASE. 


It is known that living organisms, during their growth, 
produce waste products inimical to the organisms them- 
selves. Yeast is one of the simplest examples of this. 
Yeast lives upon grape sugar, decomposing it and _pro- 
ducing alcohol ; alcohol is inimical to yeast ; when the 
percentage of alcohol in a fermenting sugar solution 
reaches a certain point, further fermentation ceases be- 
cause the yeast can no longer grow. Microbes in cul- 
ture media produce antibodies in a similar way. 

Ever since Koch’s earlier discoveries there have been 
repeated attempts to turn these facts to therapeutic 
account. Koch himself hoped to cure phthisis and 
other tuberculons lesions by injecting patients with ex- 
tracts of tubercle bacilli. The results were bad, death 
often being even accelerated. The method of treatment 
fell into disrepute. It is now reviving, and with good 
results, 

The amount of tuberculin injected by Koch was far 
too large, and there was no method of checking its 
effects. It is owing to Wright’s investigations upon 
opsonic indices that we have now learned what quantity 
of tuberculin should be given, when it should be given, 
and when the dose should be repeated. 

Vaccine treatment, with or without estimations of the 
opsonic indices, is not a means of working absolute 
miracles, and it must not be supposed that all other 
forms of treatment at once become unnecessary. It isa 
method of very real benefit to many patients, but it is to 
be used in addition to, not in place of, other well- 
recognized procedures. 


DraGnostic VALUE oF Opsonic INDEX (2). 


It has been found that, after injecting 1/5000 mg. of 
tuberculin R. into a healthy man, the opsinic index falls 
slightly for about two days, then rises to slightly above 
normal, and then returns to what it was originally. A 
similar injecticn into a tuberculous patient is followed 
by a considerable fall in the opsonic index, the latter 
remaining below what it originally was for a week or 
more, by which time it has begun to rise again, until in 
between two and three weeks it has risen above what it 
was before. The initial fall after after the injection !s 
called the negative phase. This negative phase is quite 
short in healthy people, long in tuberculous subjects, 9 
that we have here an additional means of diagnosis. 
Formerly, when tuberculin was used as a diagnosti¢ 
test, it was gixen in large doses, as it is still in cattle: 
the test was not positive unless there was both local 
reddening and pain, and a_ general reaction with 
increased pyrexia and illness. With the dose now used, 
1/5000 mg., there is no such gross reaction ; tlie patient 
does not feel the least ill effects, and does not interrupt 
his work ; but, if the opsonic index be taken every 
other day, and the negative phase extends to a week or 
more, the suspected lesion is most probably tuberculous. 

With larger doses of tuberculin the negative phase 
becomes more marked ; a second injection during the 
negative phase of the first increases the fall, and post 
pones the subsequent rise. This explains the 
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results originally obtained by Koch and others. Much 
too large a dose of tuberculin was given to start with ; 
the doses were repeated at much too short intervals ; the 
patient’s opsonic index was lowered and kept low, 
diminishing bis resisting power and enabling the 
tubercle bacilli to make ok inroads, and perhaps kill 
him from general tuberculosis. 

In treating a patient now, the opsonic index of his 

serum to tubercle bacilli must first be taken. If it is 
already high, tuberculin treatment will probably effect 
little, because the patient’s tissues are already reacting 
well, and can probably not be made to react much 
better by tuberculin. If, on the other hand, the opsonic 
index be low, or at any rate not high, ad se of 1/5000 
mg. of tuberculin R., obtained in a tiny glass bulb ready 
sterilized, is taken up in a hypodermic syringe and 
injected under the skin of the arm or elsewhere, just 
as in giving a hypodermic injection of morphine. 
Aseptic precautions in regard to the syringe and the skin 
are, of course, observed. The opsonic index is estimated 
at intervals—-say upon the third, seventh, fourteenth, 
and seventeenth days; if it shows no appreciable 
change, either the patient is not tuberculous or the dose 
requires to be increased. In most tuberculous cases the 
1/5000 mg. will be sufficient ; the negative phase will be 
over within a fortnight, and in about three weeks from 
the fifst injection the positive phase will be well marked. 
There is no need then to increase the dose, but at the 
height of the positive phase the next injection of 1/5000 
mg. may be given. The opsonic indices need not neces- 
sarily be taken any more, though it might be safer to 
take them. The great probability is that the third in- 
jection will be required at the same time after the 
second that the second was after the first ; so that, 
having used the opsonic indices to find out how the 
patient reacts and what time should elapse between the 
doses in his particular case, the further treatment by 
tuberculin can be carried on by injections at regular 
intervals without any necessity for the expense of 
further opsonic index estimations. 
_ The fe of this method of treatment has been proved 
in many cases of local tubercular affections—parti- 
cularly Boe ulcers of the skin, and tuberculosis of the 
bladder. Cure does not come about as by a miracle ; 
the lupus cases need light or other form of treatment as 
well as tuberculin; the tuberculous bladder cases 
require urotropin and so on as wellastuberculin ; but if 
you could see the relief that has been given in some of 
the cases by the addition of tuberculin injections to 
other remedies, Iam sure you would give them a trial. 


STAPHYLOCOCCAL VACCINES. 


Vaccines have been made from cultivations of staphy- 
lococei, gonococci, and so on, and used as injections 
similar to those of tuberclin, controlled, both as to dose 
aud as to interval between doses, by opsonic index esti- 
mations precisely as above. I have h:d little or no 
experience of this treatment in gonococcal, streptococcal, 
or pneumococcal affections, but [ have used it many 
times for staphylococeal troubles. 


Acne Vulgaris. 


We all know how difficult it is sometimes even to 
relieve acne ; any additional means of combating this 
common complaint must be welcome. Though the 
vaccine treatment is not a panacea, I have found it of 

€ greatest service in making other methods of treat- 
mae successful. I have seen complexions enormously 
— by it after years of disfigurement from con- 
per plains and boils. The cases treated so far have 
as ly been the worst, but I believe it possible to 
lexions by adopting the vaccine treatment 


The organism is the staphylococcus, but there seein to 


results ob'ained from another. It is necessary, there- 
fore, to make the vaccine in each case from the patient’s 
own microbes. All one has to do is to break the top of 
a pustule in the absence of all antiseptics ; collect a 
little of the pus on aswab ; smear it upon the surface of 
the culture medium in a test tube, which can be ob- 
tained from the laboratory ; replace the wool stopper ; 
_ into a metal case, and post it back to the laboratory. 

here they incubate the culture, make an emulsion of it, 
calculate the number of organisms present, sterilise it, 
filter it, measure off such quantities as contain the pro- 
ducts of 250,000,000 staphylococci, seal each quantity in 
a glass bulb, sterilise the bulbs once more, and post them 
ready for use. The dose is the content of one bulb. It 
is injected by means of a hypodermic syringe. No feel- 
ing of illness results, and the patient’s daily work is not 
interfered with. For one or two days there is no result ; 
the patient then experiences a feeling of being better, 
the spots and blains grow less, until, about the seven- 
teenth day or alittle earlier, the patient begins to feel 
_ is going back again. This is the time for a second 

ose. 

The effect does not last indefinitely ; after half a 
dozen doses at similar intervals the pimples and _ boils 
can usually be kept under with very little trouble by 
means of the usual local applications ; but in my ex- 

erience it is necessary to go on with the injections at 
intervals of about three weeks for along time. In the 
case of ladies especially this is well worth while, in 
order to preserve the complexion until such time as the 
acne will spontaneously cease of itself. 


Multiple Staphylococcal Abscesses. 


An infant at Guy’s Hospital, under the care of Mr. 
F.J. Steward, was suffering from multiple subcutaneous 
abscesses which very nearly killed it. Altogether 
seventy-five abscesses developed, and other threatened. 
As fast as some were opened others appeared. The case 
seemed hopeless. It was found that the abscesses were 
staphylococcal. A vaccine was prepared and injected at 
intervals, with immediate cessation of the formation of 
fresh abscesses, followed by rapid and complete re- 
covery 

I might multiply these examples indefinitely, but I 
think the above are sufficient to indicate the benefits to 
be obtained from careful vaccine treatment, particularly 
in cases of local tubercular mischief, and in cases 
of staphylococcal troubles such as acne, boils, and ab- 
scesses. 

It will be asked whether tuberculin is of any use in 
the treatment of phthisis. I cannot yet answer definitely. 
I have not yet tried it myself, but if controlled by 
opsonic index estimation I think it is worth trying in 
some cases, in addition to the recognised sanatorium and 
other hygienic measures. f 

It is particularly in the localised tubercular diseases 
that it does good, effecting great relief or even cure in 
the case of tuberculous skin troubles and bladder affec- 


‘tions. One of the surgeons at Giuy’s Hospital expresses 


the view that many tubercular affections which are at 
present treated mainly by surgeons will in the near 
future be treated by physicians, and cured by tuberculin 
without operation. Whether this is to be so or not it is 
premature to say. Tuberculin and staphylococcin raise 
the opsonic index for a time only. When the injections 
cease the opsonic index will in time fall below par again 
very likely, sothat the patient may become again liable 
to invasion by the microbes. He is, however, no more 
liable to their attacks than he was before, and if a lesion 
can be cured by the vaccines once, a relapse or a recur- 
rence can be cured by them again. It is uuwise to stop 


ifferent brands in different cases, or possibly different 


the injections too soon ; and it is unwise to depend 


mixtures of the three varieties—aureus, albus, and 
citreus. The results obtained with vaccines from one 
culture of staphylococci may be very different from the 
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upon the injections alone, to the neglect of hygienic, 
medicinal, surgical, and other general measures. 
Hitherto most of the cases treated have been very 
severely ill ; vaccine treatment has often been adopted 
only when surgical and ell other measures have failed, 
for example, in cases of tuberculous ulcers, cystitis, 
a acne, and so on. Seeing that, in spite of this, 
right is able to say that “it is not a question of the 
achievement of success in a certain percentage of cases 
only ; up to the present it has been a question of uni- 
form success,” I think it will be agreed that this addi- 
tional method of antimicrobial treatment well deserves 
to be tried early, and not merely as a last resort.— B.M.J 


THE EDUCATION OF THE FARRIER. 
By Mr. Heaty, M.R.C.V.S. 


The annual meeting of the Progressive Farriers’ Asso- 
ciation was held on Saturday, January 5th, at the Board 
Room of the British and Colonial Horse Shoe Co., 
Billiter Street, London, which was kindly placed at the 
disposal of the Association by the Directors. 

fter the business of the Society was over, Mr. Joseph 
Healy, M.R.C.V.S., of South Luffenham, the Lecturer 
and Instructor in Horse Shoeing for the County of 
Northampton, gave a short address upon “The Educa- 
tion of the Farrier.” Commencing with the boy at 
school, he said if the boy intended that his calling in life 
was to be that of a farrier he ought at least to be pos- 
sessed of the following knowledge : 

1. Just sufficient chemistry to know how iron was 
obtained and to understand what wes meant by wrought 
iron, cast iron, etc. 

2. To understand what steel was, and how iron was 
converted into steel. 

A little knowledge of the chemistry of iron and steel 
would help him in after life to more clearly understand 
the why and wherefore of certain results to be obtained 
from certain processes, take for instance such a thing as 
case hardening. 

3. He should know just enough chemistry to under- 
stand what makes a fire burn. 

4. As his duty in after life will be to fashion iron into 
certain shapes he should know a little geometry so that 
he might be quite clear about angles, circles, parallel 
lines, ete., and should know such simple things as how to 
draw an equilateral triangle or how to find the centre of 
a circle or the centre of a square. 

With this elementary knowledge to start with an ap- 

rentice took a more intelligent interest in his work. 
Next of all as his future life was to be spent so much 
amongst horses he should know sumething about them. 
For the last seven years he had taken classes of young 
farriers, and in addition to going through the anatomy 
of the foot and the principles of horse shoeing, he occas- 
ionally examined them to see what they know about 
horses in general. 

When he first commenced to do this he was astonished 
to find how very little some of the younger smiths knew 
about the most ordinary things connected with horses. 
He had often asked thissimple question. What breeds 
of horses were there in this country? And _ received 
answers of the following description, “ cart horses and 
nags,” “cart horses, hunters, and harness horses.” These 
answers only showed how necessary it was to teach the 

oung men the names and characteristics of the various 

reeds. Some of them might think it did not matter if 
a farrier did not know the difference between a Shire 
and a Suffolk, or between a thoroughbred and a hackney, 
but they must not forget that a farrier might be called 
upon to identify a horse and then this knowledge be- 
came useful. 


In addition to this knowledge of the breeds it was a 
useful thing for a farrier to be able to describe a horse, 
and one of the first things a man should be able to do 
was to tell approximately the height of a horse ; every 
smith should roughly know, and teach his young men 
how high the point of the nose comes to when one stands 
nine inches away from the wall, supposing it to be five 
feet from the ground, then, roughly speaking, if a man 
finds that when standing on level ground by the side of 
a horse the point of his nose when he leans forward and 
places it opposite the highest point of the withers, just 
rests upon that highest point, then that horse was a fif- 
teen hands horse, if, however, the point of his nose comes 
three inches below the highest point of the withers, then 
of course the horse was 15-3, and so on. 

Thus he thought it was always a good plan for an 
instructor when teaching a young farrier anything, to 
name how many things there were he must remember in 
connection with any particular thing. Thus in describing 
a horse it was a good thing for an instructor to make up 
his mind how he will divide his subject and say to his 
class as follows :—- 

There are twelve things I want to remember when de- 
scribing a horse and they are as follows :— 


1. Colour. 7. Age. 

2. Breed. 8. Hair points. 

3. Sex. 9. Obvious blemishes. 
4. Colour points. 10. Condition. 

5. Height. 11. Behaviour. 

6. Docked or not. 12. Feet and shoes. 


Now let us take an example such as a Bay : 


1 
2 
3. 1 
4. With black points and with a star and blaze. 
5. About 15-2. 
6. Docked rather short. 
7. Four years old. 
& Hog maned, body clipped, hair left on legs. 
9. Kr ees chipped, and has been fired for curbs. 
10. Very fat. 
11. Restive, would not stand quiet a minute. 
12. Good slate-coloured feet about five inches across 
the fore feet, and shod with plain stamped shoes, 
the hind ones clipped at the toe. 


A young farrier should be taught to be as observant 
of horses as he possibly can, and then he will remember 
such things as the following single instances ont of many 
others, viz., that horses with large foreheads with the 
eyes set wide apart are seldom kickers, whilst those with 
narrow foreheads and eyes set rather close together often 
are. 
Then, again, a young farrier should be taught just 
where and just how to place his hand upon a horse that 
is young ornervous. Just the middle of the shoulder 
blade is the place, and gently but firmly is the manner 
in which the hand should be put upon the horse. Also 
young farriers should know such simple things as how 
far from the head of the horse should he take hold of @ 
halter when sent to fetch a strange horse. Eighteet 
inches was about correct, if agreater length was allow 
it was quite possible for a restive horse to kick the ma! 
leading it. 

In teaching young farriers the anatomy of the oe. 
whenever it was possible they should try and make! 
interesting by giving reasons why such and such foes 
tions are essential and the lessons to be learnt from 
study of anatomy. the 

Take one instance to explain what was meant. ee m= 
top of the coffin bone two cups are seen, the two oor . 
the lower extremity of the small pastern bone oe 
these two cups, the same arrangement exists between 
the small and large pastern bone, and the same aga! 
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tween the large pastern bone and the metacarpal bone 
above it. Now the lesson to be learnt from studying 
these joints was as follows. Nature intended each cup 
and ball to take its proper share of the weight of the 
horse’s body. This pointed to the extreme importance 
of having the quarters of equal height when preparing 
the foot for the reception of the shoe. 

[t also pointed to the importance of constant atten- 
tion to the feet of young horses previous to the age at 
which they commence to wear shoes. 

Let them take a case—-a colt running out a grass has 
its feet neglected ; the wall grows very long, and, because 
growth in this country is not usually balanced by wear, 
it ultimately breaks, the breakage perhaps being a hige 
piece out of the outer quarter, thus + th tn all the 
weight in that particular limb upon the inner cup and 
ball with disastrous effects on the well-being of the limb, 
splints and other things being in some cases the result. 
The more anatomy can be divided into sections the 
easier would it be for young farriers to remember it. 
For instance, in studying the horny parts of the foot in 
the live horse, start with the foot upon the ground and 
finish with it there before lifting it up. 

Above all things, if instruction was to be of a high 
order, never use an adjective where a number can be 
used dnstead, thus in describing a fvot as to size, if they 
called ita large foot or a medium-sized foot, they did 
not convey exact knowledge, but if they spoke of it asa 
six-inch foot (six inches being in the foot in question the 
measurement across the sole of the foot where the quar- 
ters are widest), no doubt whatever could exist as to 
what they meant. Thus in enumerating the qnalities of 
the horn of the wall, state defin tely how many qualities 
they wished to be remembered Thus, horn had six 
qualities they must remember. It was tough, hard, light 
elastic, porous, and a bad conductor of heat or cold. 
Explain why all these qualities were essential. 

As he was speaking to men who were all instructors 

themselves he need not mention simple anatomical facts. 
He merely wished to put before them the importance of 
trying to make a somewhat dry subject as interesting to 
their pupils as they could. 
_ In the instruction of the practical part of horse shoe- 
lng, the preparing of the foot, the making of the shoe, 
and the nailing on and finishing off, he had always found 
he could do his pupils more good by visiting them at 
their own forges and working with them there. 

All the talk in the world would not make a man able 
to deliver an accurate and well-directed blow with a 
hammer ; that came of practice alone, 

he great advantage of visiting a pupil at the forge 
Where he was working was that it gave the instructor a 
chance to overhaul the man’s kit and see what his tools 
were like. 

Then, again, considering the difference in using imple- 
men's of precision between a carpenter and a farrier. A 
carpenter who had been sawing wood more or less all 
his life did not saw a piece of 3 by 4 quartering in two 
withont marking it with a square both top and side. A 
atrier when testing the surface fitting of a shoe was 
Usually quite content to trust to his own unaided eye. 
1s papils when doing their work at their annual 
competition were allowed the use of a trying board to 
assist them in preparing the foot to receive the shoe, and 
40 engine planed iron table to test the shoe upon when 
After working with these two things for any 

tine - time a man generally became a much better 
pes or if he had any faults in surface fitting he was 

upelled to notice them, and, it was to be hoped, to 
amend them. 

ie Ist prize winner at the Royal Show in 1904 and 

i n 1906 were both pupils of his and were exception- 
ally good fitters, 

erhaps they would like to hear him say a few words 


a 
ut shoeing competitions, but before that he would 


point out what an enormous amount of knowledge was 
required by 2 farrier outside his legitimate calling; to 
to give only one instance, look how a correct knowledge 
of bitting helped a man to protect himself in certain 
cases. Suppose a man complained to them that his horse 
forged as he went along and the noise he made by hitting 
his fore-shoe with his hind-shoe was quite objectionable. 
They shod the horse specially to prevent this; but their 
customer still complained. 

Now look how the horse is bitted ; quite possibly he 
vas driving him in asnaffle. Advise bim to try a curb 
and also to drive him well up to his bit, and in many 
cases this does away with the forging. 


SHOEING CoMPETITIONS. 


As he had the entire management of the annual com- 
petition held under the auspices of the Northants County 
Council for the last seven years, he would now detail 
some of the essentials of a good and fair competition 
which that experience had shown him to be desirable. 

Good accommodation at the show ground for horses 
and men; a substantial wocden platform for the horses 
to stand on when being shod ; all the horses with good 
feet; a few spare horses, as one or two may be restive; a 
large clock that all can see how the time was going; all 
to be under cover in case of wet weather. There should 
also be as good a judge as the finances of the Committee 
will permit of, as the name of a good judge upon the 
man’s prize card goes a long way with the public. 

If the judge was not a practical smith himself he should 
be «ss sted by one that is. 

Neither the judge nor the smith assisting him should 
be local men ; as far as possible they should know none 
of the competitors. 

All shoes should be judged ona plate. Fitting should 
be judged and marked with the points of the nails laid 
down flat on the wall of the foot and the points of the 
nails must not be removed until the fitting has been 
marked. 

Any competitor should be allowed to have his marks 
given to him privately. Before work commenced each 
day the judge should give an address to the smiths and 
tell them quite plainly his views on the following ques- 
tions. 

1. In the preparation of the foot 1s the judge in favour 
of a long or short bearing ? 

2. Does he expect any frog or sole removing ? 

3. Let him say when he is going to mark the prepara- 
tion of the foot. 

4. In roadsters or cart horses let him say what length 
of heel he wishes to see and what amount of spread. 

5. Let him definitely state his ideas about seating 
out 

6. Let him state how many nails he likes to see, and 
whether he likes them well driven up or shallow, or 
oy gaa what relation shall they bear to the length 
of wall. 

5, Sat him state re clips whether he favours large or 
small. 

8. If roadsters shoes are fullered let him say “hand” 
or not, and “all round” or not. 

9. Let him have some pattern shoes there so that the 
men can see what is really required of them. 

10. Do not give the judge or judges too much to do ; 
they have plenty to do without examining the men on 
anatomy, etc., at an ordinary shoeing competition. 

11. When judging is divided, let the Veterinary Sur- 
geon mark the preparation of the foot, the smith _mark 
the shoe. Conjoint marking for putting on and finishing 
off. 

12. No one who knows the man should converse with 
the judges. 

13. Let the judge bear in mind that when a man 
comes prepared to shoe a hunter he usually brings one 
tool with him suitable for § square mild steel. 
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14. Let it be definitely stated how much the striker 
may or may not do. 

15. Let a stated time be given for the work, and no 
marks given for finishing before the prescribed time. 

16. In hunter hind shoes let the judge definitely state 
where the clips are to be with relation to the nail hole. 

In concluding his address, Mr. Healy said an occasion 
like the present was, he felt, a privilege, as anyone en- 
gaged in the work of instructing the coming race of far- 
riers ought to be glad of meeting some fellow workers. He 
was sometimes asked what was the best literature to 
place in the hands of the farrier, he thonght it only fair 
to say there were several good works on the subject, but 
he advised them all todo as he did—write some simple 
short treatise in the form of question and answer, and 
circulate it amongst their pupils. His little book was, 
“ Fifty questions and fifty answers that every farrier 
ought to know.” He was well aware that this was con- 
sidered by all great anthorities on teaching as a method 
open to many objections. It was said that this kind of 
teaching was assimilated in a parrot-like way,—perhaps 
these authorities are correct: all he knew was that this 
little book had been so serviceable to his pupils that by 
its means as far as he knew not one of his pupils had 
been rejected when being examined for the R.S.S. 

If each instructor present would prepare a little 
pamphlet on similar lines he would find it a great help 
to his pupils. 

The President said he had, and he felt sure from the 
great attention they had paid that they all had, been 
deeply interested with the extremely lucid paper Mr. 
Healy had read. For his part he was thankful to him, 
as he had given him several hints which he hoped to 
take advantage of. There was no doubt they could learn 
a great deal from an Association of this kind, and they 
were none of them too old t» learn, although they might 
be engaged in teaching. They were, he felt, very much 
indebted to Mr. Healy, and he moved very heartily their 
best thanks. 

Mr. Wardley seconded, and it was carried with acclam- 
ation. 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held at Lincoln 
at the Royal Agricultural Show, and arrangements were 
— to be made for the same.—-7'he Farriers’ Jour- 
nal, 


Veterinary Dispensaries in Ireland. 


At a meeting of the County Carlow Joint Committee 
of Technical Instruction held at the Council Chamber, 
Courthouse, Carlow, on Monday, Jan. 28, His Lordship 
Most Rev. Dr. Foley presiding :— 

The following resolution was read from the Queen’s 
County Committee of Technical Instruction : ‘That in 
view of the enormous capita! invested in live stock in 
the county, the comparative poverty of the majority 
of farmers, and the great difficulty and expense of pro- 
curing necessary veterinary assistance, we request the 
Department to take immediate steps to obtain the sanc- 
tion of the Legislation to utilise portion of the funds at 
their disposal for the purpose of providing proper 
veterinary aid for the poorer classes of stock owners at 
cheap rates, as.an insurance against the continuous aud 
heavy losses to which the chief industry of the country 
is at present exposed.” 

His Lordship said that formerly they called on the 
Department to do this ; now the Government are to be 
called on. The question was: would the benefits be 
commensurate with the expenditure? 

Mr. Hanlon said that a good deal of work would be 
with cows, and a great many people would prefer to 
a cow doctor. 

is Lordship said that there were some diseases that a 
cow doctor could not treat. 


Mr. Hanlon: It would be like the dispensary system. 

Mr. Lyons: I don’t think it would be worth the cost 
for my district. It would cost too nuch money. 

Mr. Murphy: It would be a good thing for the small 
farmers and the cattle dealers, but it would be very ex- 
pensive. I don’t think the people in my district lose 
anything through their ignorance of cattle. 

Mr. Hanlon: You know that the people have the 
advice of the veterinary surgeons in the sheep scab and 
dipping now. 

Hather Coyle: It would entail enormous expense in 
the end. 

His Lordship: Are there serious losses from diseases 
and from ignorance of real remedies? 

Father Cullen: Not many, my lord ; some from tuber- 
culosis, 

Father Norris: [ don’t think the people would ap- 
prove of the scheme owing to the amount of money it 
would cost. 

Rev. Mr. Beecher: I never heard of any serious 
losses. How would the veterinary surgeons be ap- 
pointed ? 

His Lordship: At an annual salary, 1 expect, and by 
the County Council. 

Fathe Coyle thought that veterinary surgeons only 
charged nominal prices to poor people. 

It was decided to take no action in the matter.—7he 
Nationalist and Leinster Times. 


Dog Shows and Quack Medicines. 


The annual meeting of the South Coast Kennel 
Society was held at the offices of the Hon. Sec. (Mr. 
Waiter Burt), 1 and 2, Edward Street, Brighton, on 
Friday. 

Mr. E. FE. Colson presided, and there were present 
Messrs’ Walter Burt, F.R.C.V.S. (Hon. See. and Hon. 
Veterinary Surgeon), G. H. Livesey, M.R.C.V.S. (Hon. 
Veterinary Surgeon), J. E. Thring (Hon. Treasurer), 
C. Cousins (Hon. Assistant Secretary), W. Lacey ms 
C. M. Brown, W. Charlwood, H. N. I. Jenner, C. Col- 
lins, A. W. Scamell (members of the committee), Stuart 
Bertram, T. Britt, J. T. Meyler, G. Preece, J. Phillips. 
©. A. Swift and W. Tont. 

An extremely gratifying report was presented. The 
fourth annual balance sheet is a most satisfactory one. 
The Society’s shows at Mellison’s, Lewes, and the Corn 
Exchange, Royal Pavilion respectively, have each shown 
a profit, the result of honorary service on the part of the 
officers and committee and careful administration being 
that there is a balance in the bank of £63 2s. 2d. as 
against £32 13s. 2d. last year. Mr. Walter Burt, 4 
hon. secretary, in his report, said : “ My committee wis 
to express their great indebtedness to the large numoer 
of ladies and gentlemen who have assisted them Y 
giving special prizes, guaranteeing classes, and acting as 
stewards, etc., at the shows held by the society, = 
trust that they may count upon a continuance 0 
support during 1907.” 

e Chairman, in moving the adoption of the — 
said he thonght they would agree with him that vo 
result was highly satisfactory. (Hear, hear). Last : i 
their balance at the bank was £32 odd, and this cage 
had increased to over £63. With dog shows it = . 
always an easy thing to make them produce . erhe 
balance, and in view of the great depression 
resnit of their ove society’s efforts was especially 4 
fying. (Hear. hear). ; . 

Mr. N. T. in seconding the motion, said he 


thought it was a grand balance sheet, and express "the 
indebtedness of the members to the ho 
committee for their hard and painstaking work. 

The report and balance sheet were nnanimou™, 
adopted. 


n. sec. an 
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The Committee were re-elected as follows :— Messrs. 
W. Lacey Berry, C. M. Brown, E. E. Colson, A. 8S. Betts, 
W. Charlwood, C. Collins, H. St. John Cooper, H. N. T. 
Jenner, A. W. Scamell. Messrs. Britt and Tout were 
added to their number. 

The Chairman acknowledged the splendid work his 
colleagues had done on the committee, which evoked 
hearty and spontaneous recognition of bis own efforts. 

On the motion of Mr. A. W. Scamell, seconded by 
Mr. W. Lacey Berry, Mr. Walter Burt, F.R.C.V.S., was 
unanimously re-elected hon. secretary, that gentleman’s 
services evoking well deserved praise from the Chairman 
and others. 

The Chairman said they were indebted to Mr. Burt 
in more ways than one--a hard worker and axle for the 
wheel of success. (Applause). They were very thank- 
ful to him. (Applause). 

On the motion of Mr. G. Preece, seconded by Mr. C. 
Collins, Mr. J. E. Thring was re-elected hon. treasurer, 
Mr. C. Cousins was re-elected assistant hon. secretary. 

Mr. G. S. Livesey, M.R.C.V.S., on behalf of the 
veterinary surgeons acting in an honorary capacity to 
that society, thanked the committee for their considerate 
action in coinciding with certain of their wishes. There 
was feeling among the veterinary surgeons of the 
south and especially those connected with the Southern 
Counties’ Veterinary Society, that it was hardly fair that 
they should act in an honorary capacity, giving their 
time and services on the door at dog shows where patent 

medicines were allowed to be sold much against their 
(the veterinary surgeons’) interests. He knew quack 
medicines were a public necessity, and they could not 
stop them, but at the same time professional men need 
not give their countenance to that kind of thing by 
gratuitous services at their shows where assistance was 
openly given to their opponents. The Southern Coun- 
ties Veterinary Society had considered the matter, and 
had written thereon to the South Coast Kennel Society. 
asking them to refrain in future from allowing quack 
medicine vendors from holding stalls at their shows, and 
also from advertising in the show and the catalogues. 
They knew they were asking a very great favour, 

cause it might take away a certain amount of income, 

ut the committee wrote them a most courteous letter, 
falling in with their wishes, and, as one of the prime 
movers, he (Mr. Livesey) thought it was the least he 
could do to thank them for their kind action. He could 
assure them they would not lose by it. They might 
think veterinary surgeons were not very necessary, or an 
awkward necessity at their doors—(“ No, no.”)—prevent- 

Ing people from coming in freely, and thus making 

themselves a nuisance, etc., but he could assure them 

that were a show was carefully inspected, the exhibitors 

Were properly respected. (Hear, hear). He knew it was 

sometimes, and would-be exhibitors were hit rather 
severely, but strict inspection was right, not only for the 
beople who were showing, but also for those whose dogs 

Were refused, and particularly in the interests of the 

ty, for they would be blamed if through the omis- 

on of such duty other dogs contracted any complaint. 

: ot tuust adopt a strict course to uphold the society’s 

8 (Hear, hear). 

“ rr) Swift was understood to hold the view that they 

hot do without quack medicines. 

a Chairman thanked Mr. Livesey for his atten- 
surgeons Antena and observed that had the veterinary 
my nown the ay unanimity with which the 
thon ne immediately adopted their suggestion, he 

. ae would have been still more gratified. If 
they week new there was a strict veterinary inspection 
adverti get more entries. They must get their 

Sements for the catalogue from other sources. 


H 
Tek tt. Colson) was convinced that they were doing the 
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occur to them before. They were greatly indebted to 
the band of veterinary surgeons who gave their valuable 
time at the shows (hear, hear), and they intended to 
study their interests in return. (Applause). 

The meeting then concluded with a vote of thanks to 
the chair.—-Brighton Gazette. 


REVIEW. 


A TREATISE ON PARASITES AND PARASITIC DISEASES 
OF THE DoMEsTICATED ANIMALS.—By L. G. Nevu- 
MANN. Second Edition, revised and edited by JAMES 
MacquEen, F.R.C.V.S. 365 Illustrations. Pp. xvj. 
+ 697. Demy 8vo. 21s. nett. (Bailliére, Tindall and 
Cox, London). 


The second English edition of Prof. Nt umann’s stand- 
ard work has now for some time been available. The 
present editer is Prof. Macqueen, who, with some assist- 
ance from the author himself, and from other distin- 
guished anthorities, has repreduced the book in a form 
which will, we think, fully maintain its previous high 
reputation. 

More than thirteen years elapsed between the publica- 
tion ot Dr. Fleming’s first translation, and that of the 
present edition ; and it will readily be understood, 
therefore. that considerable alteration appears in the 
latter. This, however, has been confined to the numer- 
ous additions and corrections rendered necessary by the 
advance of knowledge in parasitology, the general plan 
and arrangement of the work remaining unchanged. 
Ccmparatively few alteratioas in terminology have been 
made. Prof. Macqueen, indeed, distinctly admits in his 
preface that more might have been done in this direc- 
tion ; but, considering the present far from perfect 
classification of many parasites, we are inclined to think 
that the decision to interfere as little as possible with 
familiar names has been wise. 

The present edition, then, is simply a reproduction of 
the old one, revised and brought up to date. This task 
involved no little labour, which has been carefully per- 
formed, and Professor Macqueen deserves our thanks for 
bringing by far the most valuable work we possess on 
the subject abreast of modern knowledge. — 


Condemnation of Meat in Belfast. 


At the Belfast Police Court, recently, Mr. Hodder, 
R.M., who presided, said an application had been made 
to him for an order for the destruction of portion of a 
cow which had been seized as unfit for food. It had 
been consigned to the city from Dungannon, and in view 
of what had happened recently he had given instruc- 
tions to Mr. J. Ross, veterinary surgeon, to examine the 
carcase, and he (Mr. Hodder) would not make a decision 
until the owners had been telegraphed to, in case they 
wished to be represented before him. He would not 
give his decision f-r an hour. He himself had examined 
the meat, which even to look at was most unpleasant. 
Subsequently Inspector J. Graham, who made the 
seizure, said the meat had been submitted to him by an 
agent for inspection, and finding it unfit for food he had 
seized it, and then telegraphed to the owners to that 
effect. 

Mr. Hodder : Has an hour elapsed since then /—Yes. 
Is the carcase unfit for food !—Yes. 

Mr. J. Ross, V.S., was examined by Mr. Hodder, and 
in reply said he had examined the meat, which consisted 
of the Lishemusters of acow. The meat was not sound ; 
it appeared to be that of an animal which had suffered 


from some disease, and his — was that it was pro- 
bably fever, as the flesh was 


abby. 
Mr. Hodder : Isn’t it putrid ?— Yes, in some parts. 


ing, and was very much surprised that it did not 


Mr. Hodder then gave an order for its destruction. 
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A Horse Doctor and an Ass. 


The following story, which is told by Professor Wim. 
Jackson in his Persia, Past and Present, has a moral 
that might easily find an application in countries nearer 
home. A man suffering from inflamed eyes consulted a 
horse doctor, who gav2 him some of the salve which he 
used on his four-footed patients. The result of the 
treatment was that the man lost his eyesight. He 
brought an action for damages against the horse doctor. 
The jndge, after weighing the evidence, decided that no 
damages could be recovered, for the man would never 
have gone toa veterinarian if he had not been an ass. 
Oh, learned judge! A second Daniel.—B.M./. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Feb. 12. 


ARMY VETERINARY CorPs. 


The undermentioned gentlemen to be Lieutenants: 
Dated 13th January, 1907 :—- 


Adam Hodgins, in succession to Captain Harry B. 
Knight, retired with a gratuity. 

Hugh Anderson Stewart, in succession to Capt. Arthur 
Olver, seconded for duty with Egyptian Army. 

Harry Bone, in succession to Major John B. Savage, re- 
tired on retired pay. 

Graham B. C. Rees- Mogg, in succession to Lieut.-Colonel 
Richard W. Raymond, promoted. 

Howard Crichton Stewart, in succession to Capt. John 
T. Coley, deceased. 

Thomas Lishman, vice George W. Tyson, resigned. 

Robert Tindle, in succession to Lieut.-Colonel John 
Moore, promoted. 

Spencer Black, on augmentation. 


Obituary. 


Wituiam A. Crow, M.R.C.V.S., Major A.V.D., retired. 
Graduated, Lond: April, 1867. 


It is with regret that we announce the death of Major 
William A. Crow which occurred at his residence, 
Aldershot, on the 8th inst. He was buried on the 12th 
instant in the Military Cemetery with semi-military 
honours, the “ Last Post” being sounded by buglers of 
the Royal Army Medical Corps. 

Major Crow was gazetted veterinary surgeon, Royal 
Artillery, 1st December, 1875, promoted veterinary sur- 
geon, Ist class, 2nd October, 1886; Captain, 26th Sep- 
tember, 1891 ; and Major, 2nd October, 1896. Retired 
on 16th September, 1901, on attaining the age of 55 
years. 

He served in the Egyptian Campaign of 1882, Marinzai 
Expedition 1891, and South African War 1899-1901. He 
was in possession of Egyptian medal and clasp and 
bronze star, medal and clasp for Marinzai Expedition, 
and Queen’s South African medal with four clasps. 


A Devonshire constable, finding a bullock in a quarry 
with its leg broken, put the animal out of its misery by 
having it shot, but no instructions were given for dress- 
ing. The farmer to whom the animal belonged sued the 
constable in the Kingsbridge County Court for the 
value of the bullock, contending that had the animal 
been properly dressed immediately it was killed it would 
have been fit for food. A jury awarded the farmer £9 


damages. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


CANINE INFLUENZA. 
Sir, 

discussion on this subject is interesting and will prove 
useful. 

Up to the present, those who hold that there is such a 
disease as canine influenza have not brought forward either 
clinical or pathological evidence tc support their contention. 
Those of us who adopt a ‘‘ wiae scepticism ’’ with reference 
to new diseases will require some facts in connection with 
the differential diagnosis of canine influenza before we 
accept the theory that the disease is a separate and distinct 
one from canine distemper. No doubt the public appreciate 
‘*new diseases,’’ and the term influenza is a particularly 
fashionable one at present. To tell a client that we can 
distinguish influenza from distemper may make us appear 
very up-to-date and scientific in his eyes. 

Very probably, too, it will make but little difference in 
the progress or termination of a case, because giving a 
disease a name isa very different thing from treating it ina 
rational manner. 

My experience leads me to agree in every detail with the 
opinions expressed by Mr. G. H. Livesey. Canine dis- 
temper assumes so many phases that there are times when 
one is tempted to imagine the existence of a new disease, 
but a little further experience teaches the protean nature of 
the affection. 

With reference to Mr. Scott’s description of the “new” 
disease, it is simply a typical clinical picture of what is 
now generally known as “‘ canine typhus.’’ I have yet to 
learn that the symptoms he describes are met with in either 
equine or human influenza, and why he should apply the 
term influenza to a case presenting such symptoms is a 
point that still remains to be explained. 

We must admit that to differentiate some cases of canine 
typhus from distemper is not an easy matter, that is from 
the intestinal form of the latter. Many cases of canine 
typhus commence with stiffness in the hind quarters and 
loins, arching of the back, incessant thirst and profuse 
urination, these symptoms may persist for a week, and then 
the characteristic vomiting and other phenomena may 
suddenly appear. In some of these instances, the urine 1s 
albuminous and nephritis is present. ’ 

It is not uncommon for these cases to have a long period 
of incubation, and to be treated for various ailments, until 
the characteristic symptoms appear. The disease has fre- 
quently been mistaken for ptomaine poisoning due to the 
ingestion of decomposed meat or fish, and also for irritant 
poisoning. By all means let us term the disease “col 
tagious gastro-enteritis,’’ or ‘‘canine typhus,” which ex- 
press to some extent at least’ the phenomena present, but 
the term “influenza’’ is clearly a misnomer. ; 

In this district at present distemper, in a large proportion 
of cases, commences with rigors, loss of appetite, with oF 
without slight catarrhal symptoms. So trivial do - 
symptoms appear that they are often overlooked the 
owner, or are attributed to an ordinary “cold,” ™ . 
practitioners are led into a similar error. Ina few days oF 
longer the dog appears perfectly well, and the owner !s at 
gratulating himself on the perfect recovery, when wit - 
any warning the characteristic catarrhal symptoms spp, 
with broncho-pneumonia as a complication. 50 — 
do these symptoms manifest themselves, and with suc ob 
degree of virulence, that we have to be most guarded in in 
prognosis of even the most trivial catarrhal affect 
dogs, and have to adopt strict measures to keep thea”! 
under supervision and to guard against chills. 

: | than those 

In my experience these cases are more fata 
in which typical symptoms develop from the —— that 
far safer to be guarded in our prognosis than to .* + will 
a case is one of simple catarrh, or of influenza, t seve? 
recover, and to have typical symptoms of distemper 
shortly afterwards with a fatal result. ss 

E. Waxuis Ho 


Cork. 
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Sir, 

I am sorry that I have added to Mr. Livesey’s confusion 
on canine pathology, but not sufficiently to prevent him 
making the authoritative statement that there is no canine 
discase resembling human or equine influenza distinct from 
distemper. My arguments to the contrary have only 
strengthened Mr. Livesey’s belief in his own theory; I 
fear, therefore, that any further remarks from me may 
have asimilar effect. 

Mr. Livesey has, however, mentioned an ‘* exanthema- 
tous eruption ’’ as being one of the most marked symptoms 
of distemper. Iam obliged to him, I had omitted doing 
so, and the absence of that exanthematous eruption from 
influenza in dogs constitutes, in my opinion, another very 
distinguishing feature between the two diseases. 

Iam afraid I do not follow Mr. Livesey’s argument about 
the nervous sequele : I said I had observed them after dis- 
temper, but never after inflenza. I must decline to make 
the interesting experiment on six dogs; I should expect it 
to produce pneumonia, followed by the loss of six clients 
and a prosecution by the R.S.P.C.A., but not distemper, 
possibly I should suffer from the nervous sequel# myself. 

Iam afraid that Mr. Livesey has not read my letter very 
carefully ; I began it by stating that I had not read the 
article in The Illustrated Kennel News, his kindly warning to 
me not ¢€o0 be led from the path of science by articles appear- 
ing in the lay press is therefore uncalled for. 

“Canis ’’ admits that he has seen a few cases similar to 
those I have described, but is not convinced that they are 
influenza. I advise him to stick to his doubts and he will 
ultimately arrive at a sounder conclusion than he would do 
were he to make up his mind definitely that such a disease 
does not exist. 

Mr. Scott wished I had given my experience of treatment, 
I am gisd to do so. Like Mr. Scott, some of my cases were 
hopeless from the first; in those that were not so I clothe 
the body, stimulate the extremities with a liniment. open 
the bowels with an enema, feed sparingly with the best— 
Benger’s food, Brand’s Essence, etc. When sickness ap- 
pears [resort to nutritive suppositories and give the stomach 
a rest. Of drugs I only use one, or at the most two, at a 
time. Ido not believe in stringing together a long prescrip- 
tion and leaving the ingredients to fight it out between 
them. I usually commence with a dose of salicylate of 
soda, when sickness appears I give bismuth and pepsin, and 
change these for cinchona and cardamoms, when the worst 
sover. In fact, I make the treatment simple and en- 
deavour not to allow it to interfere with Nature.—Yours 
faithfully, J. Stewart Woop. 

Parkstone, Feb. 11. 


Sir, 

Why do scientific men, or men who aspire to be scientific, 
frequently lump nearly every disease of the dog together 
and call them all distemper. If good science is exact know- 
ledge I fancy the man with the catch word cry of distem- 
Peris as frequently wrong as right. 

P 0 course from the practitioner with laity point of view 
—e diagnosis “distemper ’’ is good enough, because it is 
i ely to go down, but the man that believes what he says is 
“istemper is really always in fact that disease, must have 
= accommodated scientific conscience. 
on - asserted that a dog cannot have simple catarrh, 
ra e bronchitis, simple congestion of the liver and consti- 
manne simple typhus (often due, in its deadly form to 
mr ‘k by the bacillus when a dog is suffering from sheer 
austion or over-exertion, such as following a bicycle)? 
- oo average practitioner keep these things in his mind’s 
oa he always trots out the distemper catch word? 
mar es he diagnose a case of distemper with certainty, 
‘ ed can he say that there is no influenza of the dog? 
in the a, mind, as a clinician I think there may be a disease 
. an simulating influenza of man (hardly diagnosable 
sare not of much diagnostic importance). I am 
oa — isa disease which has been called distemper from 
ing ey memorial, characterised in my cases by discharg- 
yes and nose, bronchitis, pneumonia, and diarrhea, 


either together or separately, a refusal of food, and great 
depression and falling away in condition. 

Gastro-enteritis epizootica is, I feel pretty snre from what 
I have read and seen, not distemper and notinfluenza. The 
bacillus is, I believe, distinct from that of distemper and 
has been isolated. 

There is, at any rate, some credit due to the man that 
tries to differentiate between influenza and what so many of 
us glibly call distemper. The advice—when in doubt say 
nothing—often seems paraphrased in our daily life by— 
when in doubt say distemper.—Yours truly, 

G. Maya. 


Sir, 

Although Mr. Livesey has very fairly and masterly stated 
the facts against the dual nomenclature of a disease having 
in all probability an unique origin, I think he underestimates 
a little the researches and records on distemper by his own 
countrymen when he advanced in your last issue the follow- 
ing: “If he (meaning Mr. Wood) will take the trouble to 
read the published results of research work done and cases 
recorded on distemper in France and Germany he will 
realise that one cannot say a dog has not got distemper 
because there is a subnormal temperature, no nasal dis- 
charge, and no cough.”’ 

Neither Mr. Wood nor, for that matter, Mr. Livesey, 
need go to the Continent for that information, because they 
can find it athome. If they will take the trouble to look up 
the Reports of the Phisalix Vaccination Committee, and 
also the various articles, papers and discussions on this 
disease appearing in The Veterinary Record and other jour- 
nals for the last eight or nine years they will find not only 
a mine of information, but also that the above quoted 
absence of symptoms were known to at least a few of their 
British confréres. 

Until Mr. Livesey mentioned it I was unaware these 
observations were made on the Continent. But I doubt the 
correctness of his statement. Probably he is not making it 
without knowledge, and will therefore be prepared to give 
us his authorities, and quotations therefrom. 


Sir, 

Mr. E. H. Scott has perhaps not yet read Mr. Hoare’s 
book on ‘‘ Veterinary Therapeutics.’’ If this be so, may I 
refer him to Chapter XVIII., p. 664 (particularly Sect. II., 
p. 698), which I am sure will at least interest him. He 
gives in his letter a graphic and well compiled description of 
a disease which he and Mr. Wood like to call ‘* Influenza,’’ 
—a new, or comparatively new disease. When he has 
studied Mr. Hoare’s book and the summary of clinical 
research and observation, both English and Continental, 
contained in the Section I have referred to, perhaps he may 
see his way to alter the new title, which he and Mr. Wood 
have given to the disease there described.— Yours faithfully, 

G. H. Livesey. 

Hove, Feb. 12th. 


VETERINARY ADVICE IN “THE KENNEL 


ENCYCLOPADIA.” 
Sir, 

Having just received the first part of “The Kennel 
Encyclopedia ’’ I should like, through your columns, to 
make a few remarks about this work. 

There is little doubt but that such a work will prove of 
great help to canine practitioners, more especially with re- 
gard to the points of the various breeds of dogs. 

There is one thing, however, tu which I wish to draw the 
attention of the profession, viz., the articles on Veterinary 
Advice. In Part I. there are two well-known veterinary 
surgeons who deal with the ailments coming under the letter 
A., and in perusing their articles the different attitudes of 
these gentlemen towards the welfare of their profession are 
at once apparent. The subjects dealt with by Professor 


Hobday are written absolutely in the interests of veterinary 
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surgeons. He does not go too deep with his writings, stat- 
ing just sufficient to cause the lay reader to become interest- 
ed and leaving him with that feeling of mysterious uncer- 
tainty which, I think, would in nine cases out of ten lead 
him (the non-professional reader) to seek professional aid, 
except, of course, in the most trivial cases. For instance, 
in hisarticle on ‘‘ Anesthetics ’’ Professor Hobday mentions 
the various agents employed in both general and local 
anesthesia, but there he stops, leaving the amateur to 
wonder how such agents are administered or applied, and in 
what proportions ; the same applies to his remarks on Anti- 
septics, while in his article on Ascites he says “‘ Medicinal 
agents are usually tried fora week or two,’’ (please note 
that he does not mention what the medicinal agents are), 
and then goes on to say that the surgeon will withdraw the 
fluid etc. 

I am very sorry to observe that the other writer, Mr. F. 
W. Cousens, does not show the same feeling for his pro- 
fession, his contributions are essentially written for the bene- 
fit of the ‘man who likes to do his own dog doctoring,’’ as 
is very clearly shown by the numerous prescriptions. Mr. 
Cousens commences by giving the causes, symptoms, and 
diagnosis, all fully enough to be digested by the veriest 
amateur, and then comes the worst part of all, viz., Treat- 
ment. This is given in minute detail, and followed by one 
of more prescriptions with doses clearly set out. 

It might be argued by Mr. Cousens that Prof. Hobday 
writes more on the surgical part and therefore has no need 
(even if he wished to, which I doubt) of giving prescrip- 
tions, etc., ad lib., but to draw a comparison I will choose 
two subjects, practically merging into one another, viz., 
Anesthetics by Prof. Hobday, and Artificial Respiration 
by Mr. Cousens. On page 31 it will be seen that the writer 
says ‘‘ Anesthetics require skilled knowledge for their use 
and they should always be administered to the dog under 
the supervision of a veterinary surgeon’’ (the italics are 
mine). Turning to page 104, one finds Mr. Cousens’ 
“Treatment in cases of over-chloroforming ’’ and this treat- 
ment, judging from its detail, is based on the assumption 
that the anesthetist is an amateur (most M.R.C.V.S., I 
imagine, know the usual mode of procedure in these cases 
without requiring Mr. Cousens’ knowledge set forth in big 
print !) 

Not so very long ago a good deal of correspondence took 
place over Prof. Axe’s book on the Horse. Such a book as 
the Kennel Encyclopedia will be read by hundreds of the 
dog-owning public, and I hope my letter will cause some re- 
marks, emanating from members of the profession who 
have read Part I of this work, and who, like myself, are 
only too glad to treat cases of alopecia, anmmia, and ano- 

rexia in the dog, and not to be informed that Mr. or Mrs. 
So-and-So has read Mr. Cousens’ most lucid and instruc- 
tive articles on such diseases in the ‘‘ Kennel Encyclopedia ”’ 
and therefore can dispense with my services. 

With your permission, Mr. Editor, I should like to write 
@ prescription (in a professional journal though) ‘: For 
swelled head, or the overfiow of veterinary knowledge.’’ 


R Aqua destill. Cii. 
Sacchar. ust. q.s. 
M. ft, mist. 
Sig. Take a large bath towel, saturate with the mixture 
‘and place around the head before writing professional sub- 
jects in lay journals. 
Apologising for taking:up’so much of your valuable space. 
—Yours faithfully, 
J. McRar Frost, M.R.C.V.S. 


Wimbledon, 8.W. 


Many people have tried to define the Irish “ bull,” and 
the other evening a clever Celt gave a luminous explana- 
tion of this subtle product of the Emerald Isle, “If 
you saw a cow in a field,” quoth he, “and found out 
afterwards that it was a sheep, that would be a du//.” 


THE MOTOR GRIEVANCE. 


Sir, 

Your correspondent who responded to my letter on this 
subject is, it appears to me, mistaking the shadow for the 
substance. Horse traction for the twentieth century is like 
ladies’ hats and dresses at the end of the season—out of 
fashion. Another thing, we must study nature, and depend 
upon it nature is always right. Take the law of equation! 
As man increases other animals must decrease, therefore 
motor traction is taking the cream and leaving us the skim. 
Dealing with horses or other animals in disease is not like 
renewing machinery, for like us, when their time has come 
they have togo. Long Acre and the mews in the West End 
of London being gradually converted into motor garages 
surely is a true sign of the progress of the automotor. 

Your correspondent and others in his position have my 

sincere sympathy. In course of time the diploma of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons will scarcely be worth 
the parchment it is written on as the means of a livelihood. 
Itis no use for us or our Council to try and stop the tide as 
per last Council meeting. Veterinary practice must sooner 
or later become a post-graduate course of the medical pro- 
fession, for it would be absurd under the present circum- 
stances to put a lad to veterinary work without first taking 
the degree of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons 
if he be expected to live in comfort by the practice of his 
profession. Iam decidedly of opinion that we shallinever 
recoup our profession with men having £5,000 in their own 
right and in a position, if they contemplate matrimony, to 
marry an equivalent. It is all very well to talk of philan- 
thropy. Will our condition be philanthropic to us? 
As regards Edison’s light accumulator, I lave relatives 
in the engineering line, and am perfectly convinced from 
what they say that horse traction must rapidly die out{as 
soon as a light substance can be found to store electricity in 
the place of lead. I should, however, be exceeding the 
bonnds of your journal if I went further into this subject. 
It is not a question of the horse becoming extinct. The 
question is: Will there be any centres canable of supporting 
a veterinary surgeon in anything like a professional stand- 
ing? It is far better in my humble opinion to allow the 
medical profession to absorb us. We shall regret it if we 
don’t. 

Respecting the endo-parasites of the profession who sell 
their rights for a mess of pottage by giving the work away 
in penny numbers, I can only say, What cannot be punished 
by the veterinary profession may be punished in the world 
to come, indeed I am inclined to think that our sphere of 
usefulness is becoming so limited that it only rests for us to 
make ourselves worthy of a kingdom where there will be 
no need of horse traction or the talent from 10 Red Lion 


Square.— Yours respectfully, 
GerorcE UPTON. 


Tae Kennet Edited by J. TuRNer, 
M.R.C.V.S., F.L.S., F.Z.8. Assisted by Vale 
Vol. I. partl AtoB AD. Crown 4to. 112 pages, wit 
frontis. and numerous photo process illustrations. 5/-. 
The Encyclopedic Press, 22 Bank Street, Sheffield. 


Communications AND Papers RECEIVeD—Messrs. E. 
Hoare, J. Stewart Wood, John Holland, Maya! 
H. Livesey, W. Awde. 

The Royal Dick College Magazine, Vol. I, No. 4, — 
Il Mercurio e la Piroplasmosi equina, Dr. G. Baron). Bry 
Gazette, The Nationalist and Leinster Times. 


Original articles and reports should be written 0» or 


side only of the paper and authenticated by the —_ an 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication 

Communications for the Editor to be address 
Road, 8.W. 


ed 20 Fulham 
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